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Abstract
This paper will examine the Fingerprinting Refusal
Movement of the 1980s, particularly how Japanese

people’s awareness regarding “rojishasei” (positionality)

[ PREBRHE] O HAZHBIC

BEIFg A sk kb

changed through the efforts of the “Yote-sha Kaigi" that
began in September of 1984 in Tokyo.

Participants of the Yote-sha Kaigi included Zainichi
Koreans who came together to “give notice” and influence
public opinion on their refusal to be fingerprinted, as well
as Japanese academics, students, and municipal workers.
Members gathered at weekly meetings and gasshuku
(camps) to formulate strategies and discuss what could be
done in their own contexts, and what their role within the
movement was. Through these discussions, the
relationship between the Korean and Japanese people
shifted from one of support to that of joint struggle.

This paper shows how fingerprinting was discussed as
being a product of colonial rule and an issue of the
Japanese people, and how it was discussed in relation to
democracy and the issue of anti-governance. This paper
explains how Japanese people’s awareness on their
positionality evolved through their joint struggle with the
Korean people, and how they worked together to

establish an “equal” relationship.
Keywords: social movements, Alien Registration Law,

Fingerprinting Refusal Movement, Zainichi Korean,

positionality
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This paper examines the social movement of the
“Council to Combat Ethnic Discrimination (Minto-
ren)” in its formative years (1970s) using primary sources.

The Minto-ren, which was established in 1974, put
forward three principles in 1979 that defined it as having
a different character from the long-established ethnic
organizations: to carry out anti-ethnic discrimination
“practice” based on the living reality of Zainichi Koreans;
to have mutual “exchange” between groups in different
regions; and to have “joint struggle” between Zainichi
Korean and Japanese people.

This paper has clarified that the Minto-ren's “practice”
had different characteristics in each region. In the Kansai
region, the Hyogo Minto-ren succeeded in “abolishing
the nationality clause” that was hindering the welfare of
Zainichi Koreans through regional solidarity with diverse
actors. In Kawasaki (Kanto Minto-ren), on the other
hand, the priority was on empowering the Zainichi
Korean community rather than on the abolition of the
nationality clause, and efforts were made to promote
education and the creation of a foundation for local
movements that would enable them to "struggle
together".

This paper also focused on the principle of “exchange”
in the Minto-ren, and has clarified that this element
brought together the Minto-ren, which was made up of
diverse local groups. The principle of “exchange”

connected groups from different parts of Japan with
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different characteristics in an inclusive manner, and
established the Minto-ren as a place for mutual criticism,
dialogue and encouragement under the common goal of
anti-ethnic discrimination. Through this kind of
consideration, this paper argues that exchange was the

essential principle of the Minto-ren.
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Zainich Koreans (Korean residents in ]apan) , Anti-ethnic

discrimination, Social movements, Local communities
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[Abstract]

The return of Sakhalin Koreans was an issue that was
challenging to resolve without an agreement and a
cooperative relationship between the governments of
Japan and the Republic of Korea (ROK). The term
“Sakhalin Koreans” in this paper refers to those from the
Korean Peninsula who were forced to reside in Sakhalin
under Japanese colonial rule and who were thereafter
forced to remain in Sakhalin against their will after the
end of World War II. In the post-war Soviet Union, they
were permitted to travel to the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK), a friendly nation; however,
return to the ROK, an anti-communist country without
diplomatic ties to the Soviet Union, was prohibited.
Notably, a significant number of them were from the
southern part of the Korean Peninsula. Therefore, the
issue of Koreans remaining in Sakhalin arose after World
War 1T .

On the one hand, owing to the absence of diplomatic
relations between the ROK and the Soviet Union, the
Japanese government served as a point of contact with the
Soviet Union on this matter. On the other hand, if their
“return” to the ROK were actually to take place, various
concerns would arise between Japan and the ROK, such
as what routes would be used for their return, who would

bear the costs, and how background checks would be



conducted on those who wished to return. For a time, the
Soviet Union exhibited a positive attitude toward
granting permission to leave, but negotiations between
Japan and the ROK during the 1960s and the 1970s
failed to reach a compromise, as the Japanese government
sought to minimize its responsibility and burden, whereas
the ROK government aimed to avoid the economic
burden and mass acceptance of its compatriots from the
Communist bloc. In the meantime, the issue stagnated
greatly in terms of international relations as relations
between the Soviet Union and Japan deteriorated, and the
return movement for Sakhalin Koreans in Japan was
cautioned against as an anti-Soviet campaign.
Nonetheless, the issue made significant progress in the
late 1980s when Japan and Korea established a joint
entity through the Red Cross to facilitate reunification
with their relatives and assist those who desired to go to
Korea. In the late 1980s, Korea gained economic
confidence amid Nordpolitik. Concurrently, a bipartisan
Diet member panel established in Japan helped resolve
the Sakhalin Korean issue. This bipartisan panel included
several members of the Liberal Democratic Party of
Japan, the ruling party, and the Japan Socialist Party, the
largest opposition party in Japan. In addition, it included
many members with strong ties to the Soviet Union and
the DPRK. While the ruling party was obligated to
establish a support system within the national budget, the
Socialist Party and other members with ties to the DPRK
and the Soviet Union were also mandated to suppress
opposition from the Soviet Union and the DPRK. In the
1980s, Japan's historical perceptions emerged as a
diplomatic issue. Consequently, it can be said that within
each of the Parties, both members of the Liberal
Democratic Party of Japan and the Japan Socialist Party
operated in an atmosphere in which such activities were
tolerated to solve this problem. In particular, the Japan
Socialist Party was the only party in Japan that recognized
only the DPRK and refused to recognize the government
of the ROK. For decades, members of the Japan Socialist

Party, including members of the Diet, have traveled to the

DPRK to cultivate friendly relations with the Workers'
Party of Korea. The ROK government expressed concern
over the inclusion of several such “Pro-North Korean
lawmakers” in the parliamentary roundtable and feared
that Socialist Party members would represent the
divergent views of the DPRK and impede the resolution
of the issue of Sakhalin Koreans. In reality, for members
of the bipartisan panel, the issue for Sakhalin Koreans was
more of a humanitarian and postwar compensation issue.
The ROK's concerns were ultimately unfounded, but it
was a reasonable response for the ROK government to be
wary of the presence of the Japan Socialist Party, which
had traditionally maintained friendly relations with the
DPRK.

Nonetheless, both the Japan Socialist Party and ROK
were in the process of making bold changes to their
policies in the late 1980s. Changes also occurred in the
relationship between the ROK government and the Japan
Socialist Party. The Japan Socialist Party adopted a
pragmatic approach to improve relations with the ROK
government, and the ROK government also gradually
increased the number of contacts with Japan Socialist
Party members and gradually became more receptive to it.
The role played by the Japan Socialist Party members in
resolving the issue of Sakhalin Koreans was not
insignificant, indicating that it was influenced by the
gradual acceptance of some members of the Japan
Socialist Party as they acted towards resolving the issue.
This paper will clarify the process of the approach used by
the Japan Socialist Party and the ROK government
leading up to the establishment of a joint entity between

Japan and the ROK.

Keywords: Sakhalin Koreans, Japan Socialist Party,

Perestroika, Cold War, postwar compensation
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[Abstract]

This thesis meticulously analyzes the representations of
"perpetrators” and "victims" in the critically acclaimed
Japanese film The Fukuda Village Incident (also known in
English as September 1923), which dramatizes the
historical massacre known as the Fukuda Village Incident.
Unlike previous studies that have primarily focused on
the analysis of the completed film text, this thesis adopts a
unique approach by examining the film's production
process as a crucial factor in shaping the final
representations. The analysis is conducted through the
dual lenses of the filmmaking process and broader
historical consciousness, arguing that a comprehensive
understanding of the film's complexities necessitates an
investigation into the creative and ideological
negotiations that occurred behind the scenes. The film

garnered considerable attention and praise for its bold
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decision to illuminate a previously neglected and
profoundly disturbing chapter in Japanese history,
specifically the tragic events that unfolded in the
aftermath of the 1923 Great Kant0 Earthquake.
However, despite its laudable ambition and the critical
recognition it received, a significant discrepancy exists
between the stated production intentions of the director
and the screenwriters and the final cinematic portrayal of
these historical events in the completed film. This paper
undertakes a comprehensive investigation to analyze in
detail how this gap emerged, examining the complex
interplay of creative visions, production constraints, and
the sensitive nature of the subject matter. By tracing the
evolution of the film from its initial conception to its final
form, this thesis sheds light on the often-overlooked
factors that contribute to the construction of historical

narratives in cinema.

Chapter 2 delves into the multifaceted controversy
surrounding the representation of "victims" in this film,
engaging with both the scholarly discourse and the wider
public reception. In particular, it scrutinizes and
interrogates problematic aspects such as the historically
inaccurate depiction of the itinerant peddlers who were
part of the massacred group, as they are shown selling
fake medicine to leprosy patients. This chapter will
examine how this portrayal raises questions about the
film's commitment to historical accuracy, and how it
adversely affects the living life of the offspring of the
victims in real life. Furthermore, the chapter critiques the
symbolic and arguably reductive representation of the sole
Korean woman character within the film's narrative,
arguing that this depiction reinforces stereotypical
portrayals rather than offering a nuanced and complex
individual. These representational choices, the paper
argues, potentially undermine the film's goal of offering a
sensitive and historically accurate depiction of the victims
of the massacre.

Chapter 3 uses the charged and often politically loaded

keyword "anti-Japanese film" as a critical lens to explore
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and highlight the fundamental philosophical and artistic
differences in production intentions between the
screenwriters and the director. This chapter reveals a
significant and consequential divergence in
understanding between veteran screenwriter ARAI
Haruhiko, who sought to specifically and unflinchingly
depict Japan's responsibility as a perpetrator in the
historical context of the Fukuda Village Incident, and
director MORI Tatsuya, who was more interested in
exploring the universal and arguably more abstract theme
of the "mechanism of massacre," examining how ordinary
individuals can be driven to commit acts of extreme
violence under specific socio-political circumstances. This
paper meticulously examines how this fundamental
conflict between the director and the screenwriters
affected the final portrayal of "perpetration” and
"victimization" within the film's narrative structure. In
particular, it analyzes why the depiction of sexual love, a
theme conspicuously absent in both MORI's initial
conceptualization of the film and SAEKI Toshimichi's
initial draft of the script, became such an important and
arguably controversial element in the final film. Contrary
to the director's initial vision, the final cut of the film
prominently features these sexual elements. This chapter
will demonstrate that the inclusion of these romantic and
sexual elements was not a reflection of the director's
evolving vision, but rather a consequence of screenwriter
ARAI Haruhiko's insistence on their importance. It will
be argued that the prominence of these scenes in the final
film is indicative of the imbalanced power dynamic
between the veteran screenwriter and the director, with
ARALI ultimately imposing his vision on the film. By
examining this process in detail, drawing on interviews,
production notes, and early script drafts, the paper
clarifies how the depiction of sexual love, driven by the
screenwriter's insistence despite the director's
reservations, fundamentally altered and ultimately came
to define the final structure and thematic resonance of the
film, potentially detracting from the intended focus on

the historical event itself and raising questions about



authorial control in the filmmaking process.

The concluding chapter synthesizes the findings of the
preceding analysis, offering a nuanced and critical
assessment of the film's strengths and weaknesses.
Building upon this detailed examination, the conclusion
will clarify precisely where MORI's ambitious attempts at
representing "perpetration” and "victimization"
ultimately fell short of their intended goals and where
they may have inadvertently replicated or reinforced
problematic tropes and narratives. It will explore how
these limitations affected the film as a whole, potentially
diluting its impact and obscuring the historical realities it
sought to illuminate. Finally, this thesis reconfirms the
undeniable significance and inherent difficulty of making
a film about the little-known and deeply troubling
massacre of the Fukuda Village Incident in the present
day, particularly in a socio-political climate where
historical memory can be a site of contestation and
controversy. The paper concludes by presenting the
critical challenges that emerge from this complex and
ambitious cinematic endeavor, offering valuable insights
for future filmmakers and scholars interested in tackling
similarly sensitive and historically significant events. The
paper will ponder the ways in which these challenges can
be addressed and overcome in future attempts to bring
such forgotten histories to the screen, suggesting avenues
for a more nuanced and responsible engagement with the
past. This thesis contributes to the field of film studies
and Japanese history by demonstrating the crucial
importance of examining the production process
alongside textual analysis to gain a fuller understanding of
how films represent historical events, particularly those
involving complex issues of perpetration and

victimization.

Keywords: The Incident at Fukuda Village, MORI
Tatsuya, ARAI Haruhiko, perpetrator, “anti-Japanese
film”
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Summary

After the collapse of the Japanese Empire, migrants
from the Korean Peninsula were subjected to strict
control by the Japanese government and the GHQ, citing
the maintaining of “public order” as the reason. While the
migration to Japan was key to their survival for many
Koreans, their border crossing was criminalized as
stowaways (mikkd) . Even after the Occupation of Japan
by the GHQ, such “illegalized” activities had continued.
Leading studies in the field have focused on the ethnic
bond among these Koreans, but it is hard to overlook the
interests of the locals in understanding why this
unauthorized border crossing could continue. In this
paper, by focusing on Tsushima Island, which served as a
hub to many “stowaways" from the Korean Peninsula, I
examine 1) the forms of stowaways around Tsushima, 2)
effects of “irregular trading (hensoku boeki)”, and 3)
historical changes of Japanese and South Korean
enforcement against stowaways. The purpose of this study
is to clarify the changes in the trends and conditions of
the “stowaway" Koreans. To be specific, this paper will
analyze the impact of Japan-South Korea policies against

stowaways and smuggling between the end of the World



War II and the normalization of diplomatic relations
between the two countries in 1965.

After the liberation from the Japanese colonial rule,
many of the Koreans living in Japan returned to the
Korean Peninsula. However, a number of these returnees
traveled back to Japan due to economic and political
difficulties. Their unauthorized entry to Japan forced
them to engage in so-called “illegal” activities such as
smuggling goods and people from and to South Korea.
These activities, which became an important economic
activity for Koreans at that time, flourished in and around
Tsushima Island. By utilizing the connection provided by
the ethnic community in Japan and support from the
Japanese residents in the borderland, Koreans in both
Japan and the Korean Peninsula made an “illegal”
network for survival. However, these networks were
always subjected to surveillance by the Japanese and
Occupation authorities. Under the order of the GHQ,
unauthorized border crossing became the subject of
restriction for economic and security reasons. This
institutionalized control by the Japanese authorities
subsequently defined the legal status of Korean residents
in Japan in relation to controlling unauthorized border-
crossing. However, a network of smuggling and
stowaways centered around Tsushima still flourished even
when the crackdowns were being enforced.

Moreover, the establishment of two separate states in
the Korean Peninsula increased vigilance against
stowaways. Since the outbreak of the Korean War,
Japanese authorities were wary of the connection between
Communism and the people entering Tsushima as
stowaways, which led to a high level of surveillance
against ethnic Korean groups living in Japan. On the
contrary, the residents in Tsushima also benefited
economically from the visits of the people who entered
the island without authorization, and stowaway and
smuggling network became more sophisticated. By the
late 1950s, Tsushima was no longer a direct landing site
but still served as an important nodal point for

intermediating smuggling. The regulations of both Japan

and South Korea had great impact on these illegal entries
to the country. However, these entries were refined and
organized with the help of the residents of Tsushima.
Furthermore, smuggling business was widespread against
the backdrop of the “irregular trading” between Japan and
South Korea, which was done around Tsushima as an
important base for this trade. Irregular trading were illegal
in South Korea even through it was legal in Japan.
However, it was these the bearers of that trade who also
served as brokers of stowaways and were potentially
subject to restrictions from both countries.

In the ecarly 1960s, restrictions tightened on the
“irregular trading” which had flourished on Tsushima,
especially after the military coup of May 1961 in South
Korea. The South Korean administration greatly
tightened restrictions on stowaways and irregular trading
for economic and political reasons. This was due to
strong wariness against those who were politically active
outside of South Korea and those who were suspected to
sympathize with North Korea. Moreover, in response to
this reorganization of the military dictatorship in South
Korea, Japan also stepped up its crackdown on smuggling
and stowaway networks. While the restrictions against
irregular trading and stowaways were necessary for the
transition to the normalization of the trade between
Japan and South Korea, they also made an impact on the
Korean economy in Tsushima. The restriction by Japan
and South Korea authority greatly reduced the number of
stowaways, and the period was marked with a decisive
change in stowaways by Koreans through Tsushima.

The political change in South Korea in the 1960s and
the normalization of diplomatic relations between Japan
and South Korea after 1965 led to strong controls on the
growing flow of stowaways. As a result of these
restrictions, the role of Tsushima was reduced with the
“normalized” relations between Japan and South Korea.
The above movement restrictions surrounding Tsushima
show the importance of Tsushima to the history of
stowaways in partly due to the region’s ability to acquire

profits independently of the state, which was in part at
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odds with the logic of Japanese immigration controls.
Tsushima’s gains from border control between Japan and
South Korea have decreased as the two countries move
toward the normalization of diplomatic relations, which

mutually cracked down on these stowaways.
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Abstract:

This paper critically examines the "anti-Japan film"
discourse, a phenomenon that has emerged in Japan in
recent years. This discourse labels certain Korean films
dealing with themes related to Japan's colonial rule and
other historical issues as "anti-Japan,” criticizing their
historical perspectives and modes of expression. This
paper analyzes the arguments of two key proponents of
this discourse: Choe Sunwook, a Korean film researcher,
and Yomota Inuhiko, a leading Japanese film critic and
scholar of comparative literature. They argue that "anti-
Japan films" constitute a unique genre within Korean
cinema and that their production has been actively

promoted as part of a "national policy” by South Korean
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governments. However, this paper argues that these
claims lack a solid foundation. Specifically, this paper
argues that these claims either ignore or significantly
underestimate the complex and often contentious context
of Korean film history, the diverse range of opinions,
interpretations, and critical responses within Korean
society itself, and, perhaps most crucially, the deeply
sensitive and historically complex issue of Chinilpa (pro-
Japanese collaborators) within Korean historical
consciousness.

Chapter 2 undertakes a detailed analysis of the writings
of both Yomota and Choe, focusing on three key
weaknesses in their arguments. First, it examines the
ambiguity surrounding their definition of what
constitutes an "anti-Japan film," demonstrating the lack
of clear and consistent criteria. Second, it highlights the
significant lack of supporting evidence for their central
claims, particularly their assertion of a direct link between
government policy and the production of these films.
Third, it critiques their tendency to overgeneralize from
limited personal experiences and anecdotal evidence,
leading to broad, unsubstantiated conclusions about
Korean cinema as a whole.

Chapter 3 shifts the focus to an examination of Korean
film history itself, providing a broader context for
understanding the emergence and reception of films
dealing with sensitive historical issues. This chapter
begins by comparing officially recognized "anti-
communist films" — demonstrably produced under
government direction during periods of authoritarian rule
in South Korea — and those films categorized as "anti-
Japan" by Yomota and Choe. This comparison reveals a
key distinction: unlike anti-communist films, which often
received explicit state support and promotion, there is no
clear evidence to support the assertion that "anti-Japan
films" were systematically produced as part of a
coordinated government policy. Furthermore, the chapter
explores the recent boom in Korean "faction films"
(combining "fact” and "fiction"), a genre that has gained

significant popularity in recent years. This section
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analyzes the diverse range of reactions to these films
within South Korea, encompassing not only widespread
popular acclaim but also significant critical responses
from various sectors of society. These critiques often focus
on concerns about excessive nationalism, the
oversimplification of complex historical events and
figures, and the ethical implications of fictionalizing
sensitive historical narratives, particularly those related to
the colonial period and its aftermath. The chapter then
examines the 2015 blockbuster film Assassination in detail,
using it as a case study to illustrate the complexities of
historical representation in contemporary Korean cinema.
Assassination achieved undeniable box office success and
addressed the "Chinilpa" issue, a topic that continues to
resonate deeply within Korean society. However, the film
also faced criticism within South Korea for its historical
representations, narrative choices, and its perceived
romanticization of certain historical figures. By analyzing
both the film itself and the critical responses to it, the
chapter demonstrates that the "anti-Japan film" discourse
tends to present a monolithic and overly simplistic view
of both Korean cinema and Korean society's ongoing
engagement with its own history.

This paper argues that the "anti-Japan film" discourse,
particularly as articulated by Yomota and Choe, operates
by selectively highlighting certain aspects of Korean
cinema while simultaneously suppressing or ignoring
others. It overlooks the vibrant and often contentious
tradition of internal debate and critique within South
Korea regarding historical representation, the
complexities of national identity, and the evolving
relationship between film, politics, and public memory.
By critically deconstructing the "anti-Japan film"
discourse, this paper demonstrates the importance of
fostering mutual understanding of cinematic and
historical perceptions between Japan and Korea. The
paper advocates for moving beyond stereotypical
representations and one-sided historical narratives,
promoting instead a more nuanced and multifaceted

approach to understanding the shared, often painful,



history of the two nations. This approach acknowledges
the complexities and ambiguities of the past and seeks to
foster a more constructive and open dialogue in the
present. Finally, this paper briefly touches upon the role
of right-wing Japanese media in amplifying the "anti-
Japan film" discourse, highlighting the need for critical

media literacy in both countries.

Keywords: “Anti-Japan Film”, Pro-Japanese collaborators,
YOMOTA Inuhiko, Choi Sung-wook, Korean Film
History
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