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This paper first points out that ‘Korea' was
excluded from ‘Minsha (%)  in the Japanese
folk song movement around 1968, and then
analyzes how Oshima Nagisa tried to overcome
this nationalistic limitation in his movies
A Treatise on Japanese Bawdy Songs(1967) and
Three Resurrected Drunkards(1969).

Japanese folk singers, who had translated
American ‘folk songs’ to ‘Minsh{ no uta(Songs
of People)’ , seriously attempted to create
‘Minshi no uta’ of Japan. However, ‘Minshi’
was only limited to Japanese people, while
Koreans in Japan(Zainichi Koreans) were
excluded. Although “Imujingawa” by the Folk
Crusaders, the lyrics of which were about the
division of the Korean Peninsula, became one of
the most popular folk songs in Japan, few
Japanese paid attention to the division of Korea

and its relation with Japan' s colonial rule.
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Oshima Nagisa, criticized the exclusion of
Korea from ‘Minshii' , by portraying folk songs
in a negative way. In A Treatise on Japanese
Bawdy Songs, his depiction of Japanese students
singing famous American folk songs at
‘Anti-Vietnam War Folk Song Contest’ while
ignoring a song about a Korean ‘comfort
woman' in Manchuria, exposed the hypocrisy of
the slogan of ‘Minshi no uta’ by Japanese folk
singers. In Three Resurrected Drunkards, he
satirized and criticized Japanese people who
were enjoying peace in spite of the tragedy of
war in Asia, by creating a black comedy movie
in which the Folk Crusaders, while repeatedly
singing “Imujingawa” , disregard a South
Korean soldier who escaped to Japan in order to
avoid being sent to Vietnam. His unique
experiment, despite its commercial failure, was
an attempt to overcome the limitation of
‘Minshi’ of folk songs around 1968, which were
confined to a nationalistic frame of ‘Japanese

people’

Keyword: Folk songs, Minshi, “‘Imujingawa”
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