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Male Zainichi Korean (Korean residents in ]apan)
writers began to gain attention in the Japanese
commercial literary scene in the late 1960s. In literary
works, Zainichi Korean women have been portrayed as
subordinated figures typified by silenced mothers and
victims of colonialism and the patriarchal system. This
paper focuses on Japanese and Korean language fictions
written in the early decolonization decades from 1945 to
around 1970 and interrogates how male Zainichi Korean
writers regarded their female compatriots during the
decolonization process that coincided with the Cold War.

First, this study shows that among the first-generation
Koreans, second-generation Koreans, and the South
Korean exiles that came to Japan around 1950, Zainichi
Korean writers were predominantly male. Subsequently, it
traces the transition in the representation of women in
the early postwar period, followed by analyzing the
changes in the representation of the mother, which was
the most frequently represented female character in this
period. The paper points out a tendency to attribute all
married women to the role of mother in the Zainichi
community from the 1960s onwards.

Images of women portrayed as vulnerable in Zainichi
literature written in Japanese since the late 1960s can be
considered unidimensional. Some elements in the
representation of Zainichi Korean women were added or
lost in the literature written in Japanese for Japanese

readers.
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This paper discusses how Tomoji Abe sought to resist
Japan's imperialist war and colonial rule in the 1930s
after the collapse of the communist movement through
the Korean doctor Ko in ‘Fuyu no Yado' ("Winter
Lodging") .

While working at a hospital in the Mainland, Ko
devotes himself to caring for the sick Korean laborers but
disappears one winter night right after the hospital caught
on fire. Later, he sends a letter to the protagonist and
speaker, "I," in which he confesses that he was involved in
the arson as he could not refuse his benefactor's invitation
and expresses his resolve that he needs money for himself
and his people and that the Korean people should
become like the Jews.

We then examined how likely it was that Ko, with his
reward and backing, would choose to serve his people
during 1936, the year in which the novel was written.
Abe was shown to be in a similar situation where he
hoped to choose a path of service to his people. Through
these discussions, we revealed a type of resistance and

Korean awareness by liberal literary scholars after the

collapse of the communist movement.
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