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A comparative study of traditional comedy:
Korean “TALCHUM” and Japanese “KYOGEN”

This research deals with Korean ‘“TALCHUM” and Japanese “KYOGEN”
that represent the traditional comedies in both countries. Both comedies are
folk dramas that have backgrounds going back to the early and late Middle
ages, and depict the human world from the viewpoint of the common people
in plain and humorous terms. Especially worth noting is the quality of
humor and satire. There are a few studies that deal with either TALCHUM
or KYOGEN, but there has been no study that compares both of them.

I hope to clarify the similarities and differences between TALCHUM and
KYOGEN through comparison from various angles. In this study, I place
importance on the peculiarity of their satire and the dramatic peculiarities of
both dramas.

[ will give an example of the dramatic peculiarities.

In both dramas, there are many scenes including the words and dance that
apparently have no connection to the main story. This means that both
dramas put more emphasis on adding pleasure and fun rather than on the
total line of a story.

In KYOGEN's script, you can find many isolated scenes as the definitive
form, while TALCHUM has many of them not only in the script but added
by improvisation by players or audiences.

Next, I will give some reference about the satire of both dramas; that is
one of the characteristics of laughter.

Satire is, poking fun at unreasonableness that seems to deviate from a
perceived desirable state in human society. By laughing with satire, people
are released from restrained daily lives and feel comfortable.

Among the characters of TALCHUM and KYOGEN you can find many
examples of an opposing structure of ruling class and ruled class (i.e.
master-servant, higher monk-lower monk, husband-wife). But in many cases,
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The problem of "pro-Japanese collaboration”
as a national identity issue in contemporary South Korean
popular historical writings

V. M. Tikhonov

1. Foreword.

Although more than five decades elapsed after the end of the nightmare of
Japanese colonial rule, the problem of position of the Koreans towards the
"outer oppressing force" - 1. e. the question of "the resistance and
collaboration" - is steadily gaining more and more importance in popular
consciousness as well as in the academia of South Korea. Manifold reasons
for this seemingly "inappropriate” and "excessive" attention towards one of
the features of the colonial society - the collusion between the colonizers and
various elites of the colonized people - can be found.

First, in ethnically homogeneous society still claiming to champion the
Confucian values (the propriety of this claim should be discussed separately),
prominently "the reverence towards the ancestors" and "fidelity towards the
state", the question of to what degree the large part of the ancestors was
loyal to the nation can not but receive special attention. In academia, which,
in my personal opinion, remains the only almost totally Confucian part of the
society, "national history" is still largely understood as the branch of learning
aimed at separating "the sheep" of "fidelity" from "the goats" of "the treason"
and consequently "meting out" of justice, if only through the historical text -
the sacred "mirror" for the generations to come. It should be also added that
in case of a frequently invaded country, much dwarfed by larger and not
always peace-loving neighbours, the academic and public attention towards
the question of racial loyalty (and disloyalty) in history can be really needed
to mould the unconscious feeling of "blood unity" into the highly developed
nationalistic consciousness necessary for the ultimate object of national
survival. So, the minute attention many today's Korean historians pay to the
attitude of their personages towards the Japanese can seems rather
"unacademic"” by Western standarts but very well understandable from the
insiders' point of viewl).

Second, and most important, with the academical success and growing

40



The problem of "pro-Japanese collaboration”

as a national identity issue in contemporary South Korean

popular historical writings

popularity of minjung historiography (the term minjung literally means
"people's masses" and usually designates the totality of the ruled as opposed
to "the rulers") in 1980th, the problem of "collaboration" began to receive
attention from new viewpoint. While for traditional historians the question of
"pro-Japanese activities" was mainly personal ethical problem of "faithfulness"
and ‘"apostasy", minjung historiography adopted seemingly much more
scholarly approach, attempting at analysis of socio-economical roots of Late
Choson and colonial elites' largely favorable attitudes towards colonization.
Pointing out to the "dependent' and "peripheral' position of Korea from
Kanghwa Treaty (1876) up to present days in the world capitalist system, the
progressive historians assume that in such cases local "comprador capital"
(usually acting in collusion with almost omnipotent bureaucratic system) is
mostly prone to collaborate with foreign capital (and his political agents - the
colonizers) thus guaranteeing its privileged position locally. Regarding the
"pro-Japanese elements" not as just "treasonous subjects" but as agents of
"colonial capitalism" and "colonial bureaucracy"' and proponents of the
"colonial modernization", the minjung adepts emphasized also the
"semi-colonial" and "dependent" nature of modern Korean capitalism as
"successor” to the "deformed" bureaucratical capitalism of Japanese times, and
the role of "people's masses" who had to fight against both colonizers and
local compradors. In fact, it is hard to deny that Late Chosdn bureaucratic
and coprador elite, in complicity with Japanese military and bureaucratic
capital, did guarantee its privileged position by reducing its country to the
status of discriminated colonial periphery of capitalist world-system - the
status divided Korea still can not fully free itself from. Still, it is not clear
whether Late Chosdn had enough resources and strength to renovate itself in
a series of Meiji-like reforms which are thought to be the only viable
alternative to colonization. It also still remains to be examined how clearly
the members of late Chosdn pro-Japanese elite could anticipate the harshness
and hopelessness of colonial reality they actively helped to construct. It seems
that, at least, some of the actively pro-Japanese members of former
"Enlightenment Party" (the leaders of abortive 1884 coup) naively believed
that annexation of Korea by Japan (1910) was a "temporary measure"

Viladimir. Tikhonov - South Korea, KyungHee University

1) On the validity of the traditional conception of history in modern Korean society
cf.: Han Yongu, "Our history rethought" ("Tasi ch'annun uri yoksa". Seoul, 1998,
vol. 3, pp. 3-6).
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necessary for the "advancement of progressive reforms" and that the freedom
would be returned to Korea when it would become "reasonably developed".
The agents of history are never fully aware of the all possible consequences
of their actions and not only immediate material interests but also fallacious
beliefs can sometimes account for the grossest of misjudgments in history.

Third, the reason the theme of "pro-Japanese activity" is so popular not
only with professional historians but also in semi-academical historical
writings can be found in some peculiarities of South Korea's social structure.
For many years, many fields in policy, education, religion or arts in South
Korea have been dominated by cliquish groups whose leaders usually wielded
some influence before the Liberation and then reassured their status through
the collusion with Rhee Syngman's regime (or, in some cases, through the
leadership in anti-Rhee Syngman organizations). In fact, colonial technocratic
elite was the only force Rhee, the politician who had no clear support base
on his return to the country, could trust. In fact, in many cases, only
client-patron relationship (of the type known in Japan as oyabun-kobun
system) with such influential "leader of the field" whose prominent position
dated back to colonial and Rhee Syngman period could make an individual a
member of a given profession. For example, the influence of Cho Yonhyon
(1920-1981) or So Jongju (b. 1915) in literary circles, Lee Bydngdo's authority
in the field of "national history", Yu Jino and his disciples' clout in the
sphere of law, No Ginam (1902-1984)'s "lineage"'s 'reigning" over the
Catholic Church or Sin Hyonhwak's (b. 1920) prestige among the bureaucrats
and industrialists hailing from Taegu region were almost unquestionable.
Their dominance could not but affect negatively the young and aspiring
members of the respective occupations, not affiliated with the "patriarchs” and
thus unable to enjoy the benefits of their patronage. Being also much irritated
by unabashed conservatism (or just apolitical attitude) of the "leaders",
"young rebels" had to keep silence in the period of successive military
dictatorships but seized the opportunity to vent themselves in the atmosphere
of general liberalization following the start of Roh Tae Woo's presidential
term in 1987. In still "patriarchist' society, the system of personal dependence
on influential "leader” itself hardly can become an accepted target of criticism:
so, many critics preferred instead to concentrate their fire on the feature all
the "patriarchs" mentioned above share - the connections with Japanese
authorities in colonial times. Interestingly, in most cases the criticism of

"patriarchs" "treacherous behavior" in Japanese times is followed by the
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censure of their "reactionary" actions and views in periods of military
governments. Such structure of criticism is connected with minjung
historiographers' pet theory about the continuity between the colonial
capitalism of Japanese times and "semi-colonial dependent" capitalism of
post-Liberational period. In general, personal criticism of "pro-Japanese
activities" of certain "leaders" of particular fields signals the potential for
generational shift in those respective fields and should be understood
functionally more than literally. Being doubtlessly connected with the minjung
"wave" in politics and historiography, such kind of criticism still has more of
personal attack than socio-political analysis. In my personal opinion, it is fully
understandable that the rigidness of "apprenticeship system" typical for most
elitist occupations in Korea can lead a person, alienated from the system for
any reason, to personal attacks on the central figures of the system. Still, the
sheer fact that certain person attempted to adapt himself to the given
circumstances under the colonial rule hardly can constitute ground for
accusations in "racial treason”. High nationalistic consciousness is often very
well compatible with close familiarity with metropolitan culture, as we can
see in examples of M.K.Gandhi or J.Nehru.

For long period of dictatorial right-wing regimes (1948-1987) the theme of
"collaboration" was largely tabooed - a lot of prominent figures of those
regimes, including two Presidents, Pak Chonghee (1963-1979) and Ch'oe
Gyuha (1979-1980), were themselves also among those tainted by
"pro-Japanese" past, and all critical examinations into the matter were
strongly discouraged?). To some degree, we can agree with minjung adepts
who regard the economic and socio-political system of post-Liberation South
Korea as a whole as the continuation of colonial system, both in institutional
and personnel terms, and see it as the basic reason why investigations into
the question of "pro-Japanese activities" were almost impossible. But why the

2) Practically the only person who did write extensively on the "collaboration" issue
during the Pak Chonghee period and afterwards in the 1980th was Im Chongguk, an
independent literary critic, the author of the pioneer collection of materials, "Ch'inil
munhaknon" ("On the Pro-Japanese Literature"; 1965). Unusually detailed information
on the issue could also be found in outlined works of a progressive Protestant
scholar, Song Gonho, such as "Han'guk hyondae sa ron" ("On the Contemporary
History of Korea". Published by Korean Theological Institute in 1979). More
systematic and academic analysis of the problem was conducted by Kang Dongjin
in his "llche-ui Han'guk ch'imnyak chonch'aek sa" ("History of the Aggressive
Policies of Imperial Japan in Korea": Published by Han'gil-sa, 1980).
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colonial careers of the many of the top cadres of the post-Liberation regimes
had to be concealed so thoroughly? The main reason was that, according to
the official version of history, South Korea inherited the legitimacy of
Anti-Japanese Provisional Government in Shanghai (of which first South
Korean President, Rhee Syngman, really was once a prominent leader) and
the tradition of anti-colonial struggle of right-wing Korean exiles in China
and the US. Keeping in mind the fact that "Northern enemies" of South
Korean regimes claimed themselves to be legitimate successors to left-wing
anti-Japanese armed struggle in Manchuria, we can understand how
important the motif of "succession to the sacred war for Liberation" was in
the context of the contest for legitimacy between the two peninsular rivals.
The claims for nationalistic credentials on the part of the top echelons of
Post-Liberation South Korean elite and, in general, the traditional Confucian
idea that ‘"civilized gentleman" should not serve "barbarous enemy"
contributed together to the situation when any sincere attempt to understand
the influence of colonial experience on South Korean reality could be labelled
"seditionary”. Only with the gradual political liberalization and growth of
left-wing minjung forces the idea of "existence of the remnants of colonialism
in modern life" could be popularly accepted.

Today, as I could witness from discussions with many Korean intellectuals
of younger generation, this idea, as well as many other basic theses of
minjung worldview, is gradually becoming a commonplace of popular
historical consciousness. Among other factors contributing to the
popularization of "colonial legacy" discourse was the proliferation of popular
historical writings on the problem of "pro-Japanese collaboration" - the thing

I would like to focus on in this work. Authored mostly by professional
historians of younger age group strongly influenced by minjung logic, these
writings combine high level of historical "documentality" with relative
simplicity of style and have much appeal to large segments of educated
middle class. Therefore, the analysis of the underlying logic and main
typological features of these writings can provide some clues for deeper
understanding of mass historical consciousness of modern South Korea. As an
intermediary between arcane world of professional historiography and profane
interest of general educated public in better understanding of the points of
contention in contemporary history, these writings also show how the cultural
mechanism of "simplification" of special historical information works and how
the "down-flow" of esoteric historical knowledge into the masses of
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non-specialists becomes possible. To grasp what "popularization” means in
the field of "collaboration" research in South Korea, [ will begin with brief
review of the existing few outlined academical writings concerning the issue
and then will proceed to analysis of main idiosyncrasies of the authors of
popular books on "collaboration" issue. For the limitations of space, only three
most representative popular books were taken as the object of the present
inquiry, and even the analysis of such a moderate number of sources can be
neither full nor thorough. Being a complete novice in the field of
contemporary Korean history, I hope to continue the work on the issue in
future. In my understanding, this issue represents one of the most interesting
aspects of the broad topic of mass historical consciousness of today's South
Korea.

2. Introductory academic writings on Korean history and the
"collaboration” issue.

For quite long period, the theme of pro-Japanese leanings among Late
Choson elite and mass transfer of colonial cadres, conventions and established
practices into post-colonial institutions was shunned in the academia. South
Korean state has been proclaimed the legitimate heir to the statehood of
Choson and the tradition of right-wing independence struggle, and any hints
to the facts that large part of Choson elite (especially the group centred
around the Enlightenment Party, or Kaehwa-dang) surrendered to the
Japanese voluntarily and that Rhee Syngman's regime mainly relied on the
support and cooperation of old colonial cadres hardly were acceptable for
mainstream academics. At the same time, anti-establishmental minjung
historians inherited and developed time-honoured theories of the leftists of the
colonial period according to which the "parasitic" landlord class was
effectively bribed by the Japanese safeguarding the former's rights and
interests and the eventual surrender to the Japanese was only natural for the
bourgeoisie interested mostly in profits and threatened by the labour
movement. Defining wealthier classes as "basically anti-national", such
theories completely denied the importance of the moderate nationalistic
movements. The fact that those rather archaic and extremist views are
usually the only response of minjung historiography to the lack of interest
and structural approach to the "collaboration" issue on the part of mainstream
academics shows how little progress the leftist discourse made in South
Korea in post-Liberational period. Below I will attempt to briefly review the
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"collaboration" issue-related parts of some standard outlined academic
histories of Korea, both mainstream and minjung-oriented, Those outlined
histories, in their turn, are based on more detailed research works.

a) "New History of Korea" ("Han'guk sa sinnon"; first published in 1967 by
[lIchogak and then several times reprinted with additions and emendations; I
used 1989's edition. The book was translated into Japanese, English, Chinese
and Russian) by Lee Gibaek (disciple of Lee Bydngdo, "patriarch" of modern
Korean mainstream historiography, known also as "Seoul National University
school") does not devote any special part to the question of "collaboration".
The question is usually treated in very brief way or just not addressed at all.
For example, in the paragraph on "The reformist movement of the
Enlightenment Party" ("Kaehwa-dang-ui kaehyok undong"), Buddhist monk
Lee Dongin (Japanese name: Asano Tdjin) is mentioned as a prominent
member of the movement, but the fact that he secretly travelled to Japan in
1879, became a Jyotd (Amidaist) Order's monk there and afterwards
practically served as an agent of Japanese diplomacy in Korea3d is omitted,
although without knowing this it is almost impossible to grasp the real
nature of the movement as a whole (p. 328). There is brief phrase that
youthful elitist reformists wanted "to renovate Korean policies along Meiji
lines" (p. 328), but from this sentence only it is quite hard to understand
fully how intimate the "progressists" were with Japan's political circles and
how strong their adoration of Japan was. And of course, there are no
mentions that it were "Enlightenment Party" members who sought asylum in
Japan after the Japanese-assisted abortive coup of 1884 (Pak Yonghyo, Chong
Nangyo, Sin Unghtii, Lee Gyuwan and others) who later became the core of
the group of Japanese-appointed local administrators in colonial Korea.

The word "pro-Japanese" ("ch'inil") is used very rarely in this book and
only in regard to pre-colonial group of "progressist" noblemen (Kim Hongjip
and others: p. 345), just as contemporary central bureaucrats of different
diplomatical orientations are called "pro-Russian" or "pro-American".
"Collaborators" of colonial period are referred to as "those who distinguished
themselves in national treason” ("maegug-ui kongnoja"; p. 372) and also
almost never mentioned. So, the reader is being given the impression that

3) Ch'oe Bydnghon. "The intrusion of Japanese Buddhism and the nature of colonial
Buddhism" ("[lbon pulgyo-ui ch'imt'u-wa singminji pulgyo-ui song'gyok"), - <The
3rd Pacific and Asia Conference on Korean Studies (PAKS). Collection of Papers on
Korean Studies>. Sydney, 1996, 1-4 July.
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"progressist" pro-Japanese inclinations on the part of many representatives of
late Choson's ruling class and the "collaboration” of colonial period are not
organically connected with each other, although a lot of prominent
"collaborators" were driven not only by the "material temptations” but also by
"enlightenment” ideology which theoretically accepted the idea of forced
"colonial modernization" of "barbarous countries" by "civilized" metropoles4).
Other omissions in the book are even more eloquent. In the paragraph on
the signing of 1905's "Protectorate Treaty" ("Ulsa Choyak"), much is said
about Japanese coercion and resistance of then Prime-Minister, Han Kyusol
to this act of state-level gangsterism, but the active participation of five
pro-Japanese members of the Cabinet (Lee Wanyong, Pak Chesun, Kwon
Junghyon, Lee Chiyong and Lee Gunt'aek, better known as "five traitors"), all
of whom later held offices in colonial administration, is not mentioned at all
(p. 367). In the paragraph devoted to Minami Jird's policy of forced
assimilation of Koreas which included mandatory worship of Shinto deities,
the author proudly tells us about Rev. Chu Gich'dl (1897-1944) who refused
to bow to the "idols" and has been martyrized, but does not mention that,
organizationally, Catholic and Protestant Churches in Korea agreed to
participate in the "idolatry" and many high-profile Church personalities
(Catholic bishop No Ginam, Protestant Ministers Chon P'ilsun, Kim Gilch'ang
and others) actively propagated the "Gospel" of the Tennd cult and "sacred
war' against "American and British devils" (p. 415). On the whole, Lee
Gibaek's book is giving the impression that Japanese colonization was
nothing more than an external aggression, an accident not connected with
socio-politic and ideological situation of Korea itself and that the whole
Korean nation was united by the struggle with the enemy. The sad reality

4) In famous "Tongnip sinmun" ("The Independent") newspaper launched by Dr. So
Chaep'il (1866-1951), formerly one of the leaders of 1884's abortive coup, it has
been once stated that presence of Japanese troops in Korea is in fact a great boon
for the latter: "When we are thinking how illiterate Korean people are, we
understand that stationing of foreign soldiers is great luck. If not for the presence
of foreign troops, the Tonghak ('Eastern Learning') and Uibyong ('Righteous
Armies") rebels may have already entered Seoul (...). If foreign troops will leave, we
afraid, dangerous things can happen in this country") (April, 14, 1898). For
"progressive" members of late Choson ruling minority, the "civilized" Japanese army
was much more preferable that perceived "ochlocracy" of rebellious peasants and
provincial Confucian scholars. It was such type of political consciousness that led
those people to "pro-Japanese” activity in colonial times.
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was that the enemy had internal as well as external character and colonial
policy was realized largely by the hands of the higher stratum of the
colonized themselves.

b) "The History of Korea" ("Han'guk t'ongsa'; by Han Uglun, also a
historian of "Seoul National University School"; first published in 1970 by
Uryu munhwa-sa and then several times reprinted with amendments and
additions: I used 1988's edition; translated into English) basically takes the
same stance as Lee Gi-baek's book in the question of collaboration but much
richer in details and contains more information on pro-Japanese inclinations of
Korean elite. For example, 4 paragraphs on the "Enlightenment Party" and its
unsuccessful coup of 1884 not only strongly emphasize the youthful
reformers' desire to emulate Japan's experience and utilize Japanese financial
and military aid, but also shed light on Japan's plans to use the progressists'
drive for power for its own ends. Unlike Lee Gi-baek, Han Ugtn does not
mention the Japanized monk Lee Dongin at all. It is justified, for Japanese
agent Lee Dongin is known more in the context of diplomatic intrigues
surrounding the dispatch of Korean "Courtiers' Observation Mission" ("Sinsa
Yuram dan") to Japan in 1881 and following failured attempt to purchase a
military ship from Japan than as an ideologue of any sort. Still, at least, brief
explanation of his role as a middleman in contacts between one of the early
centers of Japanese espionage in Korea - Japanese Buddhist temple in Pusan
(est. in 1877 by Okumura Enjin) - and progressists' leaders would have only
helped readers to correctly understand the essentially dependent nature of the
whole "Enlightenment" movement (pp. 414-421)%. Han Ugtn also gives much
more vivid description of tragic events of June 21, 1894, when Japanese
troops attacked Korea's Royal Palace (Kyongbok-kung), slaughtered more
than 20 of its guardians, forced the establishing of pro-Japanese Cabinet and
thus "helped" to start the so-called Kabo "Reforms" (p. 448). He devotes a
special paragraph to the Japanese intervention in the process of Kabo
"Reforms" and correctly points out that real reforms leading to the building of
modern independent state were hardly possible in the country practically
occupied by the Japanese troops (pp. 455-457). Then, unlike Lee Gi-baek, Han
Uglin mentions the names of 5 Korean ministers responsible for the signing
of 1905's "Protectorate Treaty", but writes that they only "agreed" to

5) Lim Hyebong. "Pro-Japanese groups in Buddhist circles" ("Pulgyo-gye-ui ch'inil
inmaek"), - <Historical review> (<Yoksa pip'ong>), vol. 22, 1993, pp. 82-83.
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conclude it (although it is very well known that at least one of them, Lee
Wanyong, himself actively promoted the idea of such treaty from the very
beginning), and includes the mention of those indigenous champions of
colonization in the context of the story of Choson patriots' terrorist acts
against them, thus more accentuating the glory of sporadic anti-Japanese
resistance than sorrowful reality of Late Choson elite flocking into the
pro-Japanese camp (p. 496). It is very encouraging that, describing the
historiography of Late Chosoén, Han Ugln indicates to what degree the most
representative historical writings of ruling elite, Hyon Ch'ae (1856-1925)'s
<Short History of the Eastern State> (<Tongguk saryak>, vol. 1,2, 1907) for
example, had been influenced by works of Meiji historians, full of Japanese
chauvinistic prejudices. Still, he fails to grasp the connection between the
"historiographical mistakes" of Hyon Ch'ae and the general pro-Japanese
atmosphere of "Enlightenment" Movement the latter was personally and
ideologically close to (p. 506).

In the paragraph on the Japanese annexation and colonization of Korea, Han
Ugln devotes half of a page to the "conciliatory measures" of the newly
established Japanese Government-General in Korea towards the "part of the
ruling class". According to the author, those measures (offering of Japanese
noble titles to the highest Choson officials and pensions and stipends to the
wider strata of bureaucracy, with more than 9000 beneficiaries) "opened the
way of pro-Japanese collaboration" for the part of Chosdn yangban elite. The
role those measures, as well as the establishing of the Consultative
Committee (Chungch 'uwon) filled by the 71 most prominent "collaborators”
played in the forging of alliance between the colonizers and Late Choson's
yangban elite can not be denied. But the author should have mentioned that
many Chosén bureaucrats prized with noble titles and positions in the
Consultative Committee began their pro-Japanese careers long before the
annexation; for them, the "conciliatory measures" were not the "opening of

n

the way' to the collaboration but rather the "acknowledgment" of their
"contribution” into the colonization. (p. 516). In the following paragraphs on
Japanese colonial period, there are brief statements about Japanese
"appeasement” of Confucian scholars (p. 523) or Korean officials of the
Government-General (p. 534), but basically, the question of Korean elite's
active participation in Japanese colonial apparatus and policies is not tackled.
For all its factual richness, Han Ugin's book conceptually reduces the

colonization to the "Japanese aggression”, ignoring the role Late Choson
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landowners and bureaucrats, especially the youthful "Enlightenment Party"
members in the building of the system of Japanese domination.

c) "Our History rethought” ("Tasi ch'annun uri yoksa", by Han Yongu, a
disciple of Han Ugln, vol. 1,2,3: Published by Kydongsewdn in 1998; Russian
translation is currently underway), rather popularized outline of Korean
history by the younger heir to the Seoul National University academic
tradition the two previous authors also belong to, went much further than
Han Uglin in examining the character of relationship between the landed and
high-positioned Korean gentry and the Japanese. On one hand, such attention
to the question of "collaboration" can be understood as the product of the
author's interest in the revival of "correct" nationalism: on the other hand,
more detailed explanations on the "pro-Japanese group" problem became
necessary part of any introductory work on Korean history after the question
was raised by various affiliates of minjung historiography movement and
received too much publicity to be simply ignored. In vol. 3 ("Modern and
Contemporary History") of his well-illustrated and relatively simply written
book, Han Yodngu skillfully includes the question of "pro-Japanese activities"
into the context of the narrative. Being openly more supportive of Kim
Yunsik (1835-1922), O Yunjung (1848-1896) and other moderate reformers'
"Eastern Way, Western Technique" gradual modernization drive, the author
reminds us that the radical leaders of 1884's abortive coup were called "the
Japanese party" ("Ilbon dang") by the contemporaries and states that their
reliance on Japanese military force was tantamount to "national treason" (p.
54, 56). The dependent character of Kabo "Reforms" which, in result, only
succeeded in "creating advantageous climate for further Japanese penetration"
and were "met with mass resistance" is emphasized by Han Yongu even
stronger than by Han Ugun (p. 70-71). Han Yongu's criticism of
pro-Japanese inclinations of Yun Ch'iho (1865-1945) shown already in the
period of the "Independence Club" (1896-1898) activities is also praiseworthy
for the whole clan of Yun Ch'iho was the core of Chosdn noblemen's'
pro-Japanese group (p. 82). Still, when it comes to the story of three treaties
which formally made Korea a Japanese colony ('Protectorate" Treaty of 1905,
"New Agreement" of 1907 and "Annexation" Treaty of 1910) the role of
pro-Japanese Korean ministers who practically "legitimized" the gangsterist
acts of the Japanese is much played down and notorious "llchinhoe" is
mentioned only very briefly (pp. 85-88). Then, in the paragraph on "National
educational and religious movements", the information on the pro-Japanese
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Confucian organizations is given only in footnotes and pro-Japanese
movements inside the Korean Buddhist clergy are not mentioned at all; there
are only brief mentions of Japanese attempts to "induce Christians and
Buddhist into the pro-Japanese religious activity" (pp. 102-106). There is the
statement that pioneers of the so-called "new novel" ("sin sosdl") movement
"preferred the modernity over the independence and thus gradually moved into
the camp of pro-Japanese literature”, but it should have been also added that
such leading figures of this movement as Lee Injik (1862-1916) who studied
in Japan in 1900-1904 and later became the translator in Japanese Army and
secretary to the chief "collaborator" Lee Wanyong, belonged to the
pro-Japanese camp from the very beginning of their careers (pp. 107-108).
Then the mentions about Japanese "appeasement” of the Confucians (p. 111)
and pro-Japanese organizations of the proprietors, Confucianists and clergy of
various religions (p. 124) are too brief and formal to make the readers to
understand the essential character of the pro-Japanese stance of wealthy
Confucian gentry. The "bad influence" of Lee Gwangsu (1892-1950) and
Ch'oe Namson (1890-1957)'s "national reconstruction” and "national
malformation and incompleteness" theories on independence movement is
mentioned but the fact that those two extremely influential thinkers were the
ideologues of the growing and essentially pro-Japanese urban bourgeoisie is
hardly can be understood from the text (p. 133-134). On the whole, Han
Yongu gives much more information on the "collaboration” question that both
previous authors, but he also essentially sticks to the theory that the
colonization was nothing but an "invasion" with "invaders" bribing and
browbeating local officials into obedience. The fact that numerically small but
politically extremely influential strata of landed gentry, new urban bourgeoisie
and intelligentsia largely favoured the Japanese on the ground of their own
ideals and for their own interests is still being largely ignored.

d) "Modern History of Korea" ("Han'guk ktndae sa") and "Contemporary
History of Korea" ("Han'guk hydndae sa") by the patriarch of minjung
historiography, Kang Man'gil (first published in 1984 by Ch'angjak-kwa
pip'yong and then several times reprinted), differs from all previously
mentioned works by "traditional" historians of Seoul National University
"lineage" by its strictly analytical approach to the question of "collaboration"
based on socio-economic research method. Still, basically negative position of
the author in the question of whether the moderate right-wing nationalists of
1920th of the gentry and bourgeois background really contributed to the
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promotion of nationalistic consciousness and culture seems to be too close to
the ill-balanced partisan approach of the radical leftists of the colonial period.
At the same time, the author gives the impression of being willing to avoid
focusing readers' attention on "pro-Japanese activities" question, preferring
only to provide general fundamentals for socio-economic understanding of the
meaning of the Japanese period. In the introduction to the second book, the
author points out that colonial period strengthened the tenant-farming system,
made inevitable the subjugating of middle and large-sized local industry to
Japanese capital and forming of cohesive ties between the businesses and
omnipotent colonial bureaucracy (p. 11). The socio-political consequence of
those basic characteristics of Japanese dominance was the pro-Japanese
activity of the groups benefitting from such structure, i. e. landlords,
bureaucrats and industrialists, but this logical conclusion has not been made.

In special paragraph characteristically named "Cultivating of pro-Japanese
groups [by Japanese authorities}' (it means that possibility of spontaneous
pro-Japanese activity is tacitly diminished), the author states that
pro-Japanese activists of "pre-March 1 Movement" period - mostly
Japanese-educated intellectuals or "progressist" exiles - were principally
different from the "collaborators" of 1920th and 1930th, carefully "fostered" by
the "cultural policy" of Governor-General Saitd Makoto and his successors.
He also quotes the political document of Saitd administration where it is
stated that Japan has to strengthen the group of "absolutely faithful" Korean
colonial officials, form pro-Japanese organizations of landlords, industrialists,
noblemen and clergy through the infiltration of "devotedly" pro-Japanese
personages into those circles, foster pro-Japanese elements among religious
activists and intelligentsia, connect more closely Korean landlords with
Japanese capital, give certain privileges to pro-Japanese clubs of "influential
people of the provinces" (Kor.: yuwi) and so on. Along those lines, concludes
the author, Japan fostered the ties of local landlords and compradors with
Japanese bureaucracy and capital, thus succeding in the realization of "divide
and rule" policy (pp. 27-28). All this can make an attentive reader to think
that Korean landlords, certain part of big-time industrialists and comprador
traders were essentially passively, if not actively pro-Japanese even before
the "cultural policy" was implemented: otherwise it hardly could be so
successful. Still, the author prefers focusing more on Japanese policies than
Korean response to them. Other important conclusions of Kang Man'gil are
that Lee Gwangsu's "National Reconstruction" and "Korean Autonomy"
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campaigns were essentially rather a part of Saitd's "cultural policy" than a
component of national liberational movement (p. 31) and that in many cases
pro-Japanese Korean intellectuals actively participated in forced assimilation
campaign of late 1930th out of their own persuasions rather than under
coercion only (p. 35). Basic historiographical position of the author is also
reflected in his conclusion that the most important local backers of Japanese
colonial regime were landlords, especially larger ones, who effectively
benefited most from the Japanese-led campaign "to increase rice production
(pp. 93, 95). It is only logical that, as Kang Man'gil writes, Korean Buddhist
monastic community, many of its temples being big landowners too, could not
but pledge its allegiance to the colonizers who, in exchange for it, acted as
guardians of monastic property. Almost the same, Kang states, is right in
case of Christian churches too, and, for all the active participation of many
Christian laymen and clergymen in independence struggle, the declarations of
the churches' leadership about its adherence to the principle of "pure religious
work" effectively meant the collusion with colonial authorities (pp. 144-147).
All the above-mentioned theses of Kang would become, as we will see
below, the starting point for the criticism of the "collaborators" in popular
historical writings of the 1990th.

Kang Man'gil seems to have exerted decisive influence on the course of
"Han'guk yoksa yon'guhoe" ("Society for research on Korean History";
established in 1988) which published its own variant of the outlined history of
Korea, "Korean History" ("Han'guk yoksa"; first printed in 1992 by Yoksa
pip'ong sa). Unlike all previously mentioned introductory books, this one is
totally anonymous - the whole text is said to be a result of collective work
routinely intermitted by thorough discussions (p. 4). It means that, to some
degree, the book reflects the "commonsense" historical philosophy of the
younger generation of scholars brought up in the atmosphere of the minjung
struggle of the 80th. The text of the historical narrative itself much focuses
on the socio-economic issues and minjung's "resistance" to the internal and
external "ruling" and "invasive" forces, and mentions of "collaborators" are
scarce, although both the "Enlightenment Party" and Independence Club are
duly censured for "aiding" and "colluding" with "foreign aggressors" (pp. 248,
264) and main pro-Japanese organizations and their leaders are briefly
enumerated (pp. 330-331). Still, basic stance of the authors on the issue of
"collaboration" can be fully understood from the Appendix 5, named "Modern
Society and Imperialism" (pp. 343-361). There the "dual character" of the
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middle-sized national capital of the colonies is explained: as the victim of
unfair competition on the part of the bigger metropolitan capital, national
bourgeoisie of the colonized is inclined to lead nationalistic movements at the
certain stages of their development, but when the threat of labour movement
increases and collusive ties with colonial bureaucracy and capital become
closer, national capitalists and bourgeois intelligentsia usually quit the
nationalist ranks (p. 349). And in case of Korea, pro-Japanese big landlords
and comprador capitalists were lost for nationalistic movement from the very
beginning, while middle- and large-sized national capital which led the
nationalistic movement of early 1920th, eventually had to compromise
nationalistic ideas and forge close ties with colonial bureaucracy and Japanese
corporations in pursuit of larger profits and out of the fear of
Government-General's repressions and labour movement. Still, petty urban
bourgeoisie remained partly anti-Japanese, while working class became the
leader of liberational movement in which the influence of Socialist and
Communist elements was constantly increasing (pp. 354-355). This rather
simplistic scheme largely borrowed from Marxist ideologues of colonial period
constitutes the theoretical basis of popular historical writings on the
"collaboration” issue.

As we could see from the above examples, the question of the
"collaboration" traditionally shunned by "serious" academic historians
(especially the cohorts of "Seoul National University School") unwilling to
touch the troublesome question of the historical identity of the South Korean
statehood has the potential of being actively exploited by the radical leftists
who are always more than willing to show that the proprietary classes have
historically been essentially "anti-national”. In fact, the "superposition" of
Marxist ideology and all-important indigenous ethnic code used to be a
trademark of the Korean leftism from the colonial times, and today's attention
to the "collaboration" issue gives the minjung ideologues an additional chance
to show that the two of their sacrosanct catchwords - minjung and "the
ethnos" (minjok) - are basically synonymous. Below I will try to analyze
some of the popular writings on the "collaboration" problem with a view to
grasp the mechanics of the process of popularization and indigenization of
leftist thought in Korea.

3. Popular historical writings on the "collaboration” issue.
a) "Personified History of Pro-Japanese Group" ("Inmul-lo pontin ch'inil-p'a
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yoksa"; first published in 1993 by Yoksa Pip'ong-sa) is a collection of
lectures on the issue which were delivered in the "Institute of Historical
Problems" ("Yoksa munje yon'guso"’), a private educational and publishing
institution established and led by Lee I-hwa, a recognized unofficial historian
of strong nationalistic persuasion. The introduction to the book is authored by
S6 Jungsok, a journalist-turned-Songgyun'gwan University professor and
well-known left-wing historian. As the basic premise to the book, he
stipulates that the dependence on "external forces" was almost inevitable for
the large part of the ruling class of Late Chosdn period, when general crisis
of the "feudal" system and the consequent intensification of popular discontent
effectively jeopardized the privileged position of metropolitan yangban elite (p.
23). One part of the Chosdn ruling structure, the chungin class (literally
"middle people", holders of technical and minor administrative positions in the
government apparatus, inferior to the yangban but distinct from the plain
commoners) was, according to SO, especially active in forging the intimate
relationship with "external invaders" for it was comparatively underprivileged
under the ancien regime and at the same time needed the protection against
popular resentment. The same was true in the case of the fledgling
bourgeoisie of the beginning of the 20th century - weak and constantly
threatened by both the rapacity of the tyrannical and corrupt local
bureaucracy and wrath of the impoverished populace, it desperately needed
Japanese protection too (p. 24). And, certainly, large landowners of the
colonial period were the "pro-Japanese elements" "by profession”, for only
oppressive Japanese power could keep intact the anachronic "feudal" tenant
farming system in the face of the growing dissatisfaction of the peasantry (p.
25). At the first stages, the ideology of pro-Japanese "progressive" elements
was "the modernization and economical development at all costs", and with
the increase in the number of career opportunities in the colonial government
this "commercialist" philosophy degraded into the pure "careerism", so that
many former native colonial bureaucrats and pro-Japanese intellectuals
became ardently pro-American after the Liberation (pp. 30-31). Both the
chungin intellectuals-led so-called "Patriotic Enlightenment Movement" of the
1900th and bourgeoisie-led Korean Production and Nationalistic Cultural
Movements are judged to be worthless for the nation (i. e., the minjung), for
most of their leaders were heavily tarnished by the active cooperation with
the Japanese (pp. 35-37). And after the Liberation the wealthier classes of the
colony politically represented by pro-Japanese intellectuals chose the
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pro-American ultra-rightist orientation which suited best their ‘class
interests" (pp. 39-41).

The main content of S3's introduction is a standard Marxist scheme, where
national bourgeoisie of a colony as a force laying claim to the leadership in
nationalist movement is accused of being "inconsistent”, "double-faced" and
“inclined to the compromise with the colonizers'. But the detail of the
introduction which also deserves notice is its language of description.
Pro-Japanese Korean bureaucrats are described as "ingratiating themselves"
into their Japanese masters' favour (pp. 20-21), "totally obsessed with their
career advancement and acquisition of wealth" (pp. 24-25), "extreme egotists
ready to destroy moral (//yun) and sell off their ethnos for monetary gain"
(p. 30) and so on. We can witness here that, to make his totally negative
judgment of Pro-Japanese bureaucracy and bourgeoisie better understood, the
author is appealing to the popularized Confucian moral standard, according to
which the "profound person" should put the utmost value at the "moral" and
pay little attention to career and wealth let alone flattering the powerfulf).
The author also points out that the "Pro-Japanese activists" should had been
deprived of their civil rights for some period immediately after the Liberation,
to give them the chance for "critical self-examination", or pansong (p. 31). It
is well-known that ethical complex connected with the "self-criticism"
concept plays important role in the Confucianism too?). So, as we can see, SO
intermingles the Marxist understanding of the role of the "national capital"
and traditional Confucianist criticism of "Immoral careerism and greed". Still,
in my perception the introduction as a whole is rather a Marxist discourse
"seasoned" with Confucian moralizing for the sake of better popular
understanding that sincere Confucian interpretation of Marxism: basic
objective of the author seems to be the exposing of "collaborationist" roots of
ultra-rightist anti-Communist ideology of South Korean military dictatorships.

Unlike scholarly theoretician S6 Jungsok, Lee I-hwa, the editor of the book

6) It is well-known that Confucius (552-479 B. C.) was said to have taught: "To offer
sacrifices to the other's spirits is flatter, to see the Justice and not to act is lack of
bravery' ("JEHEMSK RN REAA EEH" “Lun yu' §2.24). It means that in
his philosophy flattering is equated with the worst of all sins - lack of due
observance of the rituals.

7) It is well-known from "Lun yi" that one of Confucius' best disciples carried out
critical appraisal of his thoughts and actions three times a day ("B=&4&5": §1.4).
The Master himself was concerned about his own perceived "inability to right [his
own] wrongs" ("FEAEER"; §7.3).
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and the author of the chapter on Lee Wanyong (1858-1926) and Son
Byongjun (1858-1925), is more inclined to popular "moral criticism" much
resembling pre-modern historiography, than to strict "class analysis". He
begins his criticism from Lee Wangyong's foster-father, Lee Hojun, who
allegedly abused his father-in-law's high position to make "undeserved
career’, and points out that it gave an impetus to Lee Wanyong's careerism
(p. 63). At the same time, he praises Lee Hojun's concubine's son, Lee
Yunyong, for ‘"truly brotherly" support he always rendered to his
foster-brother (p. 64). Noting that during the fire set on Lee Wanyong's
house by the "masses" (minjung), his ancestral tablets were completely
burned down, he moralizes that "on account of the descendant's immorality
his ancestors were deprived of the due sacrifices" (p. 77). In the end of the
chapter Lee I-hwa tells us the stories of the broken lives of the son of an
important pro-Japanese activist Lee Yonggu (who became a pauper in Japan),
grandsons of Son Byongjun (who live in extreme poverty in South Korea
eking out their scanty livelihood as drivers), and great-grandson of Lee
Wanyong (who could not get married for no clan would accept such a
son-in-law), and concludes that it will become "the mirror of history [for
future generations]" (pp. 84, 90-91). The idea that the whole clan of a
“traitor” is somehow connected to or affected by his act of "treason" - the
ancestors being unduly deprived of the sacrificial rituals, the foster-father
who is presumed to be guilty for imbueing the would-be "traitor" with
careeristic inclinations instead of Confucianist moral, the descendants who are
"punished by the Heaven" for their ancestor's sin - is deeply ingrained in
traditional Confucian historiography9).

As we could see, S¢'s introduction to the book shows us an example of
leftist narrative with traditionalist overtones, and Lee's chapter epitomizes the
Confucian moralistic line. Other chapters of the book seem to be an amalgam
of those two types, but mostly with strong leftist emphasis. For example, the
basic stance of Lim Honyong, the author of chapter on Lee Gwangsu

8) In the chapter 50 of the earliest extant Confucian history of ancient Korea,
"Samguk Sagi" ("History of the Three Kingdoms"; 1145, compiled by the committee
headed by Kim Busik), two "villainous retainers’, Kungye (?-918) and Kyon Hwon
(?7-936) are described as unfilial son (Kungye) and father of unfilial, evil and
unlucky children (Kyon Hwon). In Confucian worldview, the family and the state
were essentially the same entities and "national traitor" hardly could be imagined to
be a happy father.
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(1892-7?) and Ch'oe Namson (1890-1957), is that the process of development
of "Enlightenment” ideology in Korea can be divided into 3 stages: first was
that of "Enlightenment Party" and Independence Club, ideologically represented
by "naive" and "awkward" - and already grossly dependent upon Japan or
Christianity - progressism of Yu Giljun (1856-1914) or Yun Ch'iho
(1865-1945); second was that of An Ch'angho (1878-1938) with its emphasis
on Western-centered education and capital-led Production Enhancement
Campaign: third was that of Lee Gwangsu and Ch'oe Namson (both are
claimed by Lim Honyong to have worked as An Ch'angho's secretaries for
some time) when utilitarianist progressism completely united itself to the
Japanese colonial policies (pp. 108-110). Fiercely censuring An Ch'angho for
his "adoration of American civilization and Christianity” (suggesting that An's
pseudonym, "Tosan", literally meaning "the mountain on the island", has been
taken under the impression of Hawaiian landscape, Lim criticise An's "lack of
patriotism"; p. 110), the author proclaims that from the very beginning the
"Enlightenment” ideology and its "heir", moderate cultural nationalism of
colonial period were essentially "anti-national" (pp. 110-113) and that the only
"real" liberational struggle was that orchestrated by Comintern and its local
followers (p. 134). All this is the orthodox leftist scheme, but severe criticism
of Lee Gwangsu's "excessive interest” to the sexual problems, his alleged
homosexual inclinations (pp. 118, 120) and his extramarital affair with Ho
Yongsuk (p. 129) is closer to Confucian ethical puritanism that rather
free-wheeling European leftist tradition. In the same way, the author of
another chapter elucidates in details the collusive ties between one of very
few really prosperous Korean businessmen of colonial period, Mun Myonggi
(1878-7?: the owner of P'ohang Soju Company and director of Yongdok
Electrical Company), and the colonial masters - explaining to what degree the
big local capital was dependent on colonial bureaucratic system - and at the
same time points out that his personage was "inclined to flatter superiors",
"full of vanity and greed" and "cruel" (pp. 154-159). All those qualities are
usually ascribed to "cruel officials" and "treacherous courtiers” in traditional
dynastic histories9).

b) "The uncleared history" ('"Ch'Oongsan-haji-mothan yoksa', by

9) For example, "Samguk sagi"'s biography of Koguryd's Yon Gaesomun (?-655),
who, as the leader of the successful coup of 642 (when Koguryd's King Yongnyu
was assassinated) was thought to be the model "villainous retainer' of ancient
Korea, emphasize the "traitor"'s cruelty and "flattering habits" (chapter 49).
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Ch'sngnyon-sa Publishers; 1994; vol. 1-3) is compiled and edited by the
‘Institute of Anti-National [Activity] Problems" ("Pan-minjok munje
yon'guso"; later was renamed into "Institute of National Problems"), a private
research and publishing institution specializing in "collaboration" issue. The
book consists of separate small chapters on 60 alleged "collaborators”, most of
them being the core members of various elite groups who, by and large,
retained or even increased their social influence after the Liberation. The real
agenda of the book is not just to shed light on pro-Japanese Koreans'
activities during the colonial period but to prove that post-colonial
anti-Communist and pro-American authoritarianism had inherited basic
structures, core cadres and engrained mores of the colonial system and its
claims to anti-colonial and nationalistic legitimacy are completely false. The
object of the critical attack is not only post-Liberational governmental
structures but "bourgeois" democratic opposition too: first chapter of the
second volume is devoted to Chang Mydn (1899-1966), the politician whose
name became a symbol of anti-Rhee Syngman struggle. The subtitle of the
chapter - "The truth-seeker who sided with the haves" - clearly shows the
gist of the author's position: everybody somehow "disgraced" by the contacts
with wealthier classes should be stripped of religious and nationalistic
legitimacy. Interestingly, the author even has to confess that all
"pro-Japanese" activities one could incriminate Dr. Chang - participation at
the Korean Branch of the League for the General Mobilization of National
Spirit (1938-1945) in the capacity of the Catholic school principal, Japanization
of his name (more that 80% of Korean populace were forced to change their
names into Japanese style names and surnames) and propagandist lectures in
support of the "sacred war" against the U.S. and U.K. - would rather fall
under the category of "passive' than "active" collaboration and to some
degree were inevitable for the person of Dr. Chang's position (p. 18-20).
Characterizing Dr. Chang as a "vacillating intellectual keen to avoid fierce
battle and seek his egotistic well-being" (p. 16, 27), "scion of a wealthy
family who enjoyed many educational opportunities and comparatively smooth
career" (p. 28), the author went on to proclaim that Dr. Chang-led New
Faction inside the oppositional Democratic Party (founded in 1955) consisted
mostly of "opportunistic former collaborators" whose "so-called oppositional
struggle" was driven by the "egotistic desire" to recover the high positions
they once had held in first years of Rhee Syngman government (p. 25).
Followers of both Chang Myon and Rhee Syngman are seen by the author as
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belonging to the same category of "bourgeois anti-national collaborators”, who
ultimately should be thrown off the pages of national history (pp. 28-30). As
we can see, the "collaboration" issue gives the radical leftist theoreticians
good chance to establish the synonymity of "pro-Japanese" (= "anti-national")
and "bourgeois" and question the legitimacy of "bourgeois" South Korean
state from its very roots.

Another important leader of the Democratic Party's New Faction, Han
Dongsok (1909-1956), is being lambasted too as a "cat's paw of Japanese
imperialism, running after the authorities" (p. 104). Having begun his career
as a provincial police officer in colonial Korea, an ambitious graduate of Keijo
Imperial University (predecessor of today's Seoul National University)
continued to be in charge of price regulation policy under U.S. military
government and advanced to the post of a department manager in the
Ministry of Government Administration (Ch'ongmuch's) in 1951 under Rhee
Syngman's patronage. From the viewpoint of the chapter's author, the fact
that the same bureaucrat could first "suppress the liberational struggle of
Communists" as a Japanese police officer, then ‘"faithfully enforce
U.S.-dictated price policies which aggravated people masses' economic plight",
and after all transform himself into "blind follower of Rhee Syngman's
anti-Communist dictatorial clique" means that all three regimes basically
received support from the same stratum of the society and carried out very
similar anti-Communist elitist policies (pp. 106-109). Politically, the
enterprising bureaucrat first was a core member of the group of Rhee
Syngman's supporters but switched sides in favor of the Democrat's New
Faction in 1955 when Rhee Syngman-sponsored amendment to the
Constitution (permitting the President to remain in office for 3 consequent
terms) has been railroaded through the legislature by highly suspicious trick
of "rounding-off" the number of votes. Noting that, unlike the Old Fraction
mostly composed of big landlords, the New Fraction embraced so many
former colonial provincial officials that even was popularly dubbed "The
county magistrates party" ("kunsudang'), the author concluded that the
membership in the "anti-Communist", "pro-American" and '"ultra-rightist"
New Fraction was "logical end" for former high-level collaborator (p. 113).

Other characteristic chapter of the book is devoted to Lee Chaehak
(1904-1973), a professional bureaucrat of juridical background who succeeded
in transforming himself from a county magistrate of Japanese times into one
of the heads of the group of "moderates" inside the dictatorial Liberal Party
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of the 1950th (he played the decisive role in forming Ho Chong's interim
government immediately after the April 19's revolution of 1960).
Acknowledging Lee's visible liberalism, both political and personal, and his
undeniable successes in hunger prevention at his post of a magistrate in
Japanese times (pp. 150-151), the author of the chapter still wants to
emphasize how typical was the transformation of a "flunky" of Japanese
imperialism into a mainstream "bourgeois" politician of post-Liberational times
and how decisive was the role of Japanese-trained elite cadres in the
establishment of Rhee Syngman government (p. 159). The author also rebukes
Lee for the latter's habit of frequently going around fishing, for such
leisureful hobby is not permissible in the situation when "plain people are
poor and suffering" (pp. 149-150). Here the old Confucian idea that a ruler
can rest only if people are affluent and happy can be seenlO).

Prof. S6 Chungsok, whose writings on "collaboration” issue has been
mentioned above, authored the chapter on Han Huaisdk (1908-1983), a
Japanese-appointed county magistrate-turned-Liberal Party's "bigman", for
the book. S3's motive in taking the issue apparently was to show that
former pro-Japanese collaborators who later constituted the greater part of
the Liberals' leadership and Rhee Syngman's governmental ministers (Han
Huisok, Lee Chaehak, Chang Gyodnggun, Kim Chongryol, Ch'oe Sunju, Lee
Gapsong, Sin Hyonhwak and others) had virtually reproduced the cardinal
features of colonial bureaucratic "anti-national" capitalism under the cover of
anti-Communist and "democratic” phraseology of Rhee Syngman dictatorship
(pp. 205-206). But, commenting on his personage's character, S& cannot help
to fiercely censure him for "blind obedience" to the authorities, "lack of
self-critical abilities" and "egotistic careerism" (pp. 192-194), all covered by
"hypocritical gentleness" in interpersonal relationships (p. 192). S6 practically
described the despised "collaborator" in the manner model villains used to be
depicted in standard Confucian writings: an unprincipled hypocrite keen on
currying favour with the powerful.

Among other heroes of the book are "domineering persons" of various fields
of post-Liberational South Korea whose authoritarian or/and ultra-rightist
actions and attitudes can be, from the younger minjung intellectuals'

10) In "Samguk sagi", it is stated that 3rd King of Silla, Yuri (r. 24-57), personally fed
and consoled the hungry commoners and then authored a joyful melody for them
when their life improved (chapter 1). The historical validity of this statement can be
doubted, but it reflects very well the Confucianist ideals of the chronicle's compilers.
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viewpoint, logically explained by their pro-Japanese stance in the past: former
presidents Pak Chonghee and Ch'oe Gyuha, artist Lee Sangbdm (recognized
"patriarch" of Oriental style painting; 1897-1972), politicians Lee Gapsdng (one
of the key figures of the Liberal Party; 1889-1981) and Paek Tujin (one of
the most influential supporters of the "Yusin" dictatorship; 1908-1993),
journalist Yu Gwangrydl ("godfather” of ultra-conservative journalist circles,
editorial writer of the "Han'guk Ilbo" Daily: 1889-1981), poet So Jongju
(former head of the Korean Literary Men's Association and the most
influential poet of post-Liberational period: b. 1915), bishop No Ginam (in
1942-1967 was the leader of Korean Catholics; 1902-1984) and many others.
Seeing the re-emergence of fiercely reactionary and anti-Communist former
"collaborators" in the highest ranks of bureaucracy and political class as one
of the main reasons of the subsequent bitter ideological conflict and the
eventual partition, the authors of the book, in the best traditions of Confucian
historiography, characterize their heroes as "unworthy subjects" - disloyal,
unfilial, pusillanimous, sycophantic, greedy and cruel. Emphasizing the "law
moral standard" - more precisely, the alleged absence of any moral - of
post-Liberational ruling class, with its roots in Chosdn landlordism and
colonial collaboration, the authors effectively challenge the legitimacy of South
Korean statehood by evoking the Confucian idea of the ‘ethics as
pre-condition for governing".

c) "The 99 Pro-Japanese Collaborators" ("Ch'inil-p'a kusipku in"; vol. 1-3;
published by Tolpegae in 1993) was also compiled and edited by the
above-mentioned "Institute of Anti-National [Activity] Problems". The figure
"99" has, as one associate of the institute explained to me, deep symbolical
meaning - it implies that the complete list of the "traitors" still has not been
finished and lot of people whose "pro-Japanese" past also deserves "moral
punishment" has not been included into the book. Still, the book is widely
recognized as the most comprehensive and representative of all existing
popular writings on the issue. Symbolically, the first chapter, on "arch-traitor"
Lee Wanyong, was authored by the "patriarch" of minjung historiography,
Kang Man'gil. But the fact that, in their ideologized re-interpretation of
colonial problem, younger minjung adepts associated with the Institute went
much further then their mentor is evident from the introduction to the book
(subtitle: "Reconsidering the Question of Pro-Japanese Collaboration") written
by Kim Bongu, the director of the Institute (vol. 1). The introduction begins
with a provocative question - why the much-touted "democratization" still
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falls short of even the most rudimentary standards (pp. 15-16)? The answer
offered by the author is astonishingly simple and brief: the American
imperialism, willing to utilize southern part of the peninsula as its strategic
base, united and organized all anti-national and pro-Japanese forces to create
a puppet state of South Korea. All "truly national liberational fighters" had to
continue their struggle with the U.S. "neo-colonialism" - successor to
Japanese colonialism - and many of them had to cross the 38th parallel and
unite themselves with the North thus making the confrontation of two Koreas
"the struggle between true nationalism and puppets of external forces" (pp.
16-17). Being turned into totally dependent "semi-colony", "a field branch
office [of the U.S. Inc.]" (p. 18), with truly nationalist forces ruthlessly
persecuted and the concept of "nation" itself denied, South Korea has to
recover its "Independence" from "imperialism" to have democratic ideals
realized (p. 17). So, from this "nationalistical leftist" viewpoint, the
"pro-American anti-national ruling forces" - practically almost all elite groups
of South Korea are implied - are nothing more than "heirs" to the
collaborators of colonial times who merely changed the object of their
"flunkeyism" with their "slavish nature" basically unchanged (pp. 18-19). And
real underlying agenda of minjung investigations into the colonial past is to
make clear the "dependent and toadyist" character of the ruling class of
modern and contemporary Korea as a whole, thus attaching "arcane" Marxist
goal of class liberation to popular and easily understandable nationalist
(especially anti-Japanese and anti-American) rhetoric.

Then Kim proceeds to "establish the true identity" of today's South Korean
intelligence (pp. 18-20), police (pp. 20-22), army (pp. 22-24), bureaucracy (pp.
24-27), the bench and bar (pp. 27-29) and political class (pp. 29-30) as the
"successors to the legacy of pro-Japanese treason". Suggesting that "army
now is thought to be the main physical obstacle on the democratization's
way' (p. 22) and "bureaucracy is still carrying out pro-Japanese policies
aggravating the evils of the past instead of liquidating them and intensifying
our dependence [on the external forces]' (p. 27), he proclaims that almost all
imaginable vices in the plain South Korean intellectuals' lives - police
violence, militarization of civil life, high-handed and corrupt bureaucratism,
severe anti-Communist laws and so on - are caused by the "pro-Japanese
superstructure" of colonial times which successfully "regenerates itself" up to
today. Besides, Kim contends, South Korean education is nothing more than
"anti-national oppressive mechanism" nurturing anti-Northern feelings,
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"egoistic careerism" and elitarism through cramming methods in teaching. A
teacher in South Korean school, Kim maintains, is a mere "gangster”,
"obstructing the national unification" through authoritarian infusing of
anti-Communist ideas (pp. 30-32). Concerning the higher education, Kim
claims that "studying abroad is of no avail for our nation" for it generates
the self-humbling of the Koreans in contacts with foreign world and the
atmosphere of "[Western-style] useless theorizing" and "toadyism towards the
West". Consequently, today's South Korean academia with its strong
emphasis on proficiency in foreign languages and studying abroad is just the
"realm of anti-national elements" (p. 33).

Historically, Kim explains, pro-Japanese group began with the
"Enlightenment Party" (which organized the abortive 1884 coup) and its
younger or less prominent yangban and chungin supporters who mostly
studied in Japan or lived there in exile (Cho Chungung, Chang Sokchu, Cho
Huiyon, Chong Nan'gyo and others). Then, with the economic and political
penetration of Japanese forces on the steady increase, broader circles of the
ruling class, including the highest strata of yangban nobility became involved
in pro-Japanese activity. Their alliance with Japan was institutionalized after
the 1910's annexion when most of them received noble titles, pensions or
honorary appointments. And with the enactment of "cultural policy" of Saito,
when wealthier classes, "bourgeois intellectuals” and most religious activists
were deliberately separated from the "toiling masses" by the crafty
"appeasement measures". Finally, by 1945 Korea was already a divided
society where almost completely Japanized well-positioned and well-off
collaborators helped the Japanese to exploit the "people's masses". The logical
conclusion is that the only force able to de-colonize the society was the
uncompromising anti-establishmentarian Communist movement (pp. 39-41).

As we could see, Kim's introduction is an emotional apologetics of
Communist movement with all non-extremist forces being labelled
"pro-Japanese" and "anti-national'. To make his criticism of "neo-colonial
bourgeois society" more appealing and better understandable, Kim, in
accordance with the best traditions of minjung propaganda, evokes mighty
Confucianist symbolics too, characterizing the persecutions of leftists as
"detrimental to the system of moral" and general social atmosphere in South
Korea as "totally egoistic, for nobody wants to sacrifice oneself for the
nation" (p. 44). Pro-Japanese Korean cadets who studied in Japanese military
schools in 1880th, are labelled "ungrateful" to the country which sent them to
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study at the state expense (p. 39). We should remember how important place
the concept of "gratitude" occupies in Confucian value system!l).

By and large, the book as a whole reflects the position of Kim Bongu, and
the desire to establish the connection between the "pro-Japanese” inclinations
of the "Enlightenment Party", "treacherous nature" of the moderate
nationalism of the 1920th and "pro-American anti-national policies" of modern
South Korean elite is felt in many chapters. For example, Pak Yonghyo's
activities in moderate "cultural" nationalistic circles in 1919-1924 (he served
as the chairman of The Koreans' Industrial Association, The Korean
Economical Society and many other "gradualist” organizations and for some
time was the director of newspaper "Tonga I1bo") are described as simply
"Japanese manoeuvres and intrigues" aimed at splitting, weakening and
eventually putting under Japanese control the nationalistic movement (vol. 1,
pp. 124-125). The possibility that Pak Yonghyo could cherish certain
nationalistic ideas himself is totally denied by the author of the chapter in
question who wants to see the creator of Korean national flag, 7 aegukki, as
a plain Japanese agent. The author of the chapter on Yun Ch'iho turns
readers' attention to the fact that among the grandsons of Yun Ch'iho's
uncle, Yun Yongrydl, were President Yun Bosdén (r. 1960-1961) and Rhee
Syngman's confidant Yun Ch'iydng previously known for his pro-Japanese
activities in 1941-1945 (vol. 1, p. 166). So, readers are being persuaded that
the collaborators and their scions retained and even raised their positions in
the post-colonial society. Doing certain justice to great Enlightenment thinker
and activist, Yu Giljun (1856-1914), the book points out the "ambivalence" of
his attitudes - being a "West and Japan-oriented personage neglectful of
national problems and lacking in patriotic spirit", he still did "keep Japanese
occupational authorities at a distance" (vol. 1, pp. 247-249). But Yu Giljun's
son, Yu Okkydm (1895-1947), educationalist, Christian activist and one of the
Sin'ganhoe (New Korea Society) leaders who had to formally apostatize from
nationalist ranks in 1938 under enormous Japanese pressure and then
participate in some war-time government-sponsored campaigns, is branded
"active collaborator”, with particular attention being paid to the fact that he
was appointed the director of Educational Department by American Military

11) In his "historical comments" (saron) to the above-mentioned biography of
"mutineer” Kyon Hwon in "Samguk sagi' (chapter 50), Kim Busik emphasize the
"ungratefulness" of the "rebel", who once "used to eat Silla's ration of rice (j#&)",
and then became Silla's bitter enemy.
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authorities (vol. 1, pp. 252-256). Due attention also paid in the book to the
"colonial” type of capitalism, with its system of bureaucratical "protection”
and monetary "gratitude" of enterprisers, all-important war supplies and
consequent flourishing of a few well-connected "elect" companies: special
chapters are dedicated to such representatives of government-patronized
capital as Han Sangryong (director of Hanséng Bank in 1903-1928, known
afterwards as a successful middleman in connections between Korean
business aspirants and omnipotent colonial authorities: 1880-7?), Chang
Chiksang (a landlord-turned-banker whose vyounger brother, Chang
T'aeksang, played the leading role in oppositional politics of Rhee Syngman
period; 1883-1947), Pak Ydéngch'dl (a provincial governor-turned-banker,
known for his "production enhancement first, equality with the Japanese
second" stance; 1879-1939), Pak Sungjik (the founder of today's Tusan
Corporation, one of the biggest producers of food in South Korea: 1864-1950)
and others (vol. 2, pp. 131-204). For educated South Korean urbanites, the
revelations about pro-Japanese activities of the two much-revered pioneers of
"new literature", novelist Kim Dongin (the founder of the first Korean "pure
literary" magazine, "Ch'angjo"; 1900-1951) and poet Chu Yohan (traditionally
known as the "father" of Korean free verse; 1900-1979), could sound quite
shockingly (vol. 3, pp. 34-49). Still, in many chapters traditional moralizing
rhetoric of "the trial of the history" overwhelms leftist socio-economic
analysis.

As it could be expected, the popular criticism of colonial and post-colonial
ruling system brims with Confucian 'righteous wrath". The chapter on Lee
Chiyong (known for his role in concluding the ill-famed "Protectorate Treaty"
of 1905: 1870-1928), for example, is almost entirely based on the motif of
"total immorality" of this negative personage - characteristically, he is
accused of being an inveterate gambler and avaricious bribe-taker, and his
wife is portrayed as a light-o'love keen on taking to amours with Japanese
officers. Both are described as object of popular hatred and derision and royal
censure. Lee Chiyong's refusal to sign the "Treaty of Annexation" of 1910 is
interpreted as caused only by the fear of possible mob violence or
assassination, and his active participation in the campaign for redemption of
the national debt in 1907 is not satisfactorily explained at all (vol. 1, pp.
69-76). On the whole, the "traitors" are pictured as normal "villainous
retainers” of dynastic histories: corrupt lechers leading a voluptuous life,
distrusted by the ruler and despised by the ruled!?). In the same manner, Cho
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Chungung (known for his consistent anti-Russian, pro-Japanese and
pan-Asianist stance and role in forcing Kojong to abdicate in 1907;
1860-1919) is severely censured for having two wives, a Japanese and
Korean, at the same time (vol. 1, p. 139). Quoting the contemporaries'

"non

criticism, the author calls his "hero" "a frivolous fellow who forsook the ethic
and moral in pursuit of personal [career| advancement" (vol. 1, p. 143)13). In
the chapter on the head of Min's clique, Min Yonghti (a high-ranking official
in 1877-1894, known for acquisition of wealth through extorting unjust taxes;
1852-1935), it is mentioned that the "hero"'s son, characterized as "dissolute
lecher" and "niggard" at the same time (those two attributes are to some
degree contradictory to each other, but for the narrator it was important to
disgrace the personage with all negative attributes possible in the
Confucianist historical writing), curried favour with the Japanese by donating
them money economized on his father's funeral ceremony (vol. 1, p. 229). It
should be remembered that "unfilial son" is possibly the worst characteristic
in the Confucian world. The other important type of unduteousness known in
the Confucian tradition is that towards one's teacher, and that is what Chong
Manjo (a pro-Japanese Confucian scholar who was appointed the principal of
the Korean National Confucian Academy in 1929; 1858-1936) is being accused
of: he was the only disciple of famous Kang Wi (a progressive Confucianist,
who inherited Kim Chonghui's tradition: 1820-1884) to serve "the illegitimate
rulers”, the Japanese (vol. 2, p. 235).

12) For example, T'ang Kao-tsu's Heir-Apparent, Chien-ch'eng (K+ #5%) and his
younger brother and supporter, Li Yuan-chi (Z7x &) who were slained by Li
Shih-min (T'ai-Tsung) in the famous "Hstian-wu Gate Incident" (626) were
afterwards portrayed in "Chiu T'ang Shiu" (chapter 69) as "model villains",
treacherous, greedy, lascivious and sadistic. Those portraits are hardly historically
true, but the method of "character assassination" employed by dynastic historian
itself can become an object of research.

13) It is well-known that in canonical Confucian works the faithfulness to the
principles of Justice () or Benevolence ({Z) immanent to the Profound Persons (&
), is contrasted usually with the attachment to material life normal for Shallow
Fellows (/M A). For example, one of the most well-known of the saying ascribed to
the Master (which actually became a popular proverb in Korea) reads: "The men of
principles and benevolent persons never pursue the [material] life doing harm to the
principle of Benevolence. [They]| rather sacrifice themselves to attain the [perfection]
in Benevolence" ("t A ERADZE HFREHLUELC" “Lun yu", §15.9).
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4. Conclusion.

As it could be seen from the texts analyzed above, the "pro-Japanese
collaboration" issue was traditionally shunned in outlined academic writings
on Korean history, for the basic concept of contemporary history as that of
"nationwide fight against the foreign aggressor' was beyond doubt and
criticism. Then, the mention of the fact that large group of Chosodn
noblemen-landlords and chungin intellectuals enjoyed prosperity throughout
the colonial times to become the backbone of the new ruling class of
post-colonial period, could contradict the conception of "anti-colonial
nationalistic legitimacy" on which South Korean official state ideology is
based. Principally, leftist "contra-elite" and its ideologues - minjung
historiographers - agree with traditional nationalist concept of state legitimacy
in that the anti-colonial struggle and solid nationalistical credentials only can
make the state power legitimate. But, unlike their opponents, they contend -
partly in unison with North Korean propaganda - that only extreme leftists
(mostly Communists) conducted real and meaningful anti-Japanese fight, and
South Korean state is not legitimate, for it was founded and ruled by either
pro-Japanese or pro-American "anti-national" elements. This question of state
legitimacy seems to be the main reason of the enormous attention the leftists
pay to the issue of "collaboration" in their popular propaganda. Their popular
and easily comprehensible historical writings full of Confucian moralizing
attractive for mass reader are portraying the history of Korean contemporary
ruling elite as that of "treason and immoral anti-national behaviour”, revealing
to what extent today's "haves" of South Korea are connected with the
despised "collaborators" of the past.

The wundeniable service minjung "prophets" did render to Korean
historiography is the impetus they gave to the traditional academical
historians - as we could see, newly-written outlined history by Han Yoéngu
explains the issue of "collaboration" in much more detailed way that that by
his teachers. Still, from any objective point of view, the anti-elite bias of
minjung adepts amounts to the outright distortion of Korean history. First,
the pro-Japanese position of many prominent yangban and chungin reformers
of Late Choson period (members of the so-called "Enlightenment Party" and
activists of moderate enlightenment movement of 1910th) was indeed a grave
miscalculation. Still, it is understandable to some degree that the
progressive-minded Korean who witnessed the defeats and humiliations
experienced by Ch'ing China, aggressiveness and backwardness of Tsarist
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Russia and cynical indifference of America could be easily psychologically
"overpowered" by the tangible successes of Meiji reforms. Then, after the
tragedy of the annexation it was quite clear to the people of Ch'oe Namson
or Rhee Syngman's calibre that as far as the international balance of power
around the Peninsula remained stable with no mighty neighbour challenging
Japan, the prospects for immediate independence could be only very bleak:
desperate acts of terrorism hardly could seriously weaken Japan's positions.
So, the logic of "production enhancement’, "improvement of nation" or
"independence through diplomacy could indeed be very attractive: it was
possibly the only real productive service Korean intellectuals could render to
their country under those gloom circumstances. The collusive ties between
Korean capital and the colonial authorities - the phenomenon which
contributed much into the shaping of today's chaebd! system - only copied
the situation in Japan itself, and to some degree can be viewed as a
"necessary evil". It is complete absurdity to accuse Korean businessmen of
Kim Yonsu type of "flattering the Japanese" - the dependence of capital on
bureaucrats was cultural and social norm in imperial Japan, and Korean
capitalists had no choice if they wanted to survive. Finally, it is undeniable
that collaboration of almost all prominent members of bourgeois educated
society in pro-war propagandist efforts in 1938-1945 constituted an
anti-national crime. At the same time, from the viewpoints of the
"collaborators” themselves, mobilizational activity could be the price they
thought they had to pay for the preservation of the cultural fabric of the
society - schools, churches and so on. Those who did not experience the
circumstances of this sort hardly can any right to judge the "collaborators".
And the prominence of most former "collaborators" in post-colonial times is
easily explainable given their administrative and cultural experience and Rhee
Syngman's urgent need to build base of support in the country he returned
to after so long time of exile.

Second, we should not overestimate the degree of independence and
maturity of leftist extremists. Most of them were completely dependent on
Moscow or Chinese communists both psychologically and materially and could
not went further than Stalinist "military socialism" ideologically. In the
impoverished country separated from Europe culturally, politically and
spacially critical and democratical approach to socialism of social-democratic
revisionist type hardly could find its place in real politics.

Third, further study of the issue of "collaboration" - in fact, the broader
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question of political behaviour of colonial local elite - are indispensable for
fuller understanding of today's South Korea which indeed remains much
influenced by the colonial legacy. But we should focus our attention on
complex logic of motives and cultural impulses rather than brand
"pro-Japanese" any person influenced by imperial modernization project of
Meiji. Ways of history are not always straight, and we can not demand from
the past to adapt itself to our norms and perceptions.
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Notes for Contributors

"International Journal of Korean Studies'(IJKS) is published by the
International Society for Korean Studies (ISKS) to contribute to the
development of Korea Studies through the publication of articles and book
reviews on Korea.

Contributors are Limited to:

(1) members of ISKS; and

(2) those who are asked to contribute by ISKS.
All manuscripts submitted will be referred to editorial advisers for carful
review. The Editorial Board, however, has the say in those selected for
publication.
All manuscripts should be typed by “ofgfjo} 2" or "Word Perfect"
Articles should not exceed 16,000 characters in Korean and 10,000 words in
English; book reviews should not exceed 2,000 words in Korean and 1,200
words in English.
Proofs will be sent to authors for correction before final publication.

All contributions to the journal should be sent to:
The Editors, International Journal of Korean Studies,
International Society for Korean Studies,

Osaka University of Economics and Law

6-10, Gakuonji , Yao, Osaka, 581-8511, Japan
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