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The 1Bth International Conference on Korean Studies

President’s Greeting O

Welcome to Auckland and the 13th International Society for Korean Studies International Conference on
Korean Studies. It has been more than 25 years since ISKS began promoting academic conferences such as
this gathering. We are proud that we have been providing a forum for scholars who view Korea as one Ko-
rea, bridging the ideological division that has made it difficult for Koreans from one side of the peninsula to

talk with Koreans from the other side

The ISKS conference is one of the biggest and most important gatherings of Korean Studies scholars in
the world including both sides of Korea. I am very pleased to see a growing number of participants and di-
versifying research topics in Korean Studies in ISKS as time goes by. I believe that this is the result of the
efforts of the ISKS over a long time. | would like to extend my sincere gratitude to you all for your hard

work.

With your help, we have created a truly international Korean Studies organization. There are over 125 of
you here today, and 104 of you will share your research with scholars not only from both sides of the Kore-
an peninsula but also with scholars from China, Japan, Europe, USA, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. It
takes a lot of work to organize a conference such as this. We all owe a debt of thanks to Professor Song
Changzoo and his staff at the University of Auckland as well as to the hard-working staff in our headquar-
ters in Osaka. Without the time and energy they have devoted to making this day possible, we would not be

meeting here today.

In preparation for the re-unification that will surely come, we are meeting here to exchange research
results with colleagues from all over the globe on topics related to Korea’s past, present, and future. We
will discuss about Korea’s language, history, religion, philosophy, and culture as well as its economics and
politics. Research and discussions are important. What is more important is the fact that we have come
here to spend two days becoming acquainted with other scholars of Korea from other countries. Over these
two days, we will discover many areas in which we have different opinions. However, those differences will
make it possible for us to learn from each other and, in the process, learn to respect each other even more.
Such growing mutual respect will strengthen the prospects for peace and solidarity not only on the Korean

peninsula but also in the world in general.

Let us therefore take full advantage of these two days of academic comradeship in Auckland to work to-
gether to build a better world, a world in which the Korean people can be together and a world which we

all will be able to enjoy a peaceful and harmonious co-existence.

Thank you so much.

Jaehoon Yeon

President, International Society for Korean Studies



13X Ze|otet=H st EE S

The 13th ISKS International Conference of Korean Studies

2 Al / Dates

ZtA /Venue

ZFZ| / Co-organized

X ¥ / Support

10{ / Language

21} / Sessions

XS / Symposium

2017'3 8 3¥Y(F)—4aY(R) / August 3 (Thurs)—4 (Fri), 2017

QEME / Auckland, New Zealand

1. Pullman Hotel Auckland
2. Copthorne Hotel Auckland City
3. Fale Pasifica, University of Auckland

M| 12{St3| / International Society for Korean Studies

The Korean Studies Centre, University of Auckland
S M| n2{st3| CHYFX| K /1SKS Oceania Branch

The Academy of Korean Studies

Korean, English

210 / Linguistics Ab2| « W&/ Sociology & Education
‘K| / Politics /= AL/ History

=38 / Literature Ofl= - 2= / Art & Folklore

Ast . 31 / Philosophy & Religion

E-HZ1}: 2170|F / Special Session : Population and Migration

=N &S X /I1SKS Joint Research Project

roja|2—

A4 XHY / Arirang — Lost and Regained

A13% 2ot 2 R L E

Organizing Committee,
The 13th ISKS International Conference of Korean Studies

4-5-5-506, Nishitenma, Kita-ku, Osaka, Japan
Tel : +81-6-7660-8045 / Fax : +81-6-7660-7980
isks13th@isks.org http://www.isks.org/ office/head/conf2017.html
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CH3|2L™ Schedule

August 2(Wed) 13:00-

19:00

21:00

August 3(Thurs) 08:30

09:10

18:00

August 4(Fri) 09:00-

14:10

16:30

18:00

August 5(Sat)

—_—

SE Y S H3Q / Registration and Check-in

Pullman Hotel Auckland

X9 M A} / Dinner
HANSIK : 19 Drake Street, Auckland 1010
+64 9 930 0055

TH|IN2{E3| H12X 2FLA{ 3]

/ The 12th Executive Committee

7H%14| / Opening Ceremony
Regatta D, Pullman Hotel Auckland

e

21}3] / Sessions

=4 / Lunch Pullman 12:20
(Regatta D) University of Auckland 12:30
Copthorne 12:30

gt A3| / Reception

HANSIK : 19 Drake Street, Auckland 1010

21}3| / Sessions

=4 / Lunch Pullman 12:40
(Regatta D) University of Auckland 12:40
Copthorne 12:40

MEX|E / Symposium
I M3 ST/ ISKS Joint Research Project
rof2| EF—4Hat XY,

“Arirang - Lost and Regained”
- Fale Pasifika, University of Auckland

H |4 / Closing Ceremony
- Fale Pasifika, University of Auckland

H|Z| tXt / Farewell Banquet
- Fale Pasifika, University of Auckland

S At / Departure
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:_'ZA-u_ck'Iand City,
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Jonn food
</ Plaza

Owen G Glenn Building

Pullman Hotel Auckland & Copthorne Hotel Auckland City : § &
Pullman Hotel Auckland & Fale Pasifica : 8 £
Copthorne Hotel Auckland City © Fale Pasifica : 5§ £



& / Schedule

ust, 3 (Thu) August, 4 (Fri)
University University
Pullman Hotel Auckland of Copthorne Hotel Pullman Hotel Auckland of Copthorne Hotel
Auckland City Auckland City
Auckland Auckland

room

Fale Fergusson|Fergusson
Pasifika A B

Fale Fergusson|Fergusson

Regatta D Gallery 1 | Gallery 2 Pasifika A B

Regatta D | Gallery 1 | Gallery 2

8:30
705|4] / Opening Ceremony
(Regatta D)

9:00 9:00
9:10 Hx2 o /A3
| Hx<5> 9:20 9:20 Politics2 History3

Politics 23 |EE- 3
<Unification> Literaturel Philosophy

&Religion1

10:40 10:40
a3 | o/t
11:00 11:00 11:00 Politics3 History4
=32 |&Hst.3w2
Literature2 | Philosophy
&Religion2

10:50

12:20 12:20 12:20
EN EN EN 12:30 12:30 12:30 ]
Lunch Lunch Lunch =4 =4 =4 12:40 12:40 12:40 12:40 12:40
Lunch Lunch Lunch =4 4 4 4 4
Regatta D Regatta D Regatta D Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch
Regatta D Regatta D Regatta D

Regatta D RegattaD  RegattaD  Regatta D Regatta D

13:40 13:40
Al /2 AH

Politics1 History1

13:40
o= - gl

Art&Folklore

14:20

2313

Literature3
MEZX[Y / Symposium

=X 3-SAHT / ISKS Joint Research Project

15:20
_— ofz| &F—ArAl 3} X A
History2

Arirang - Lost and Regained

(Fale Pasifika)

16:30

3| 2 o34
17:00 /The 13th ISKS General Meeting and Closing Ceremony
(Fale Pasifica)

18:00 18:00 18:00
2t 43| / Reception o 2| 2HEF/ Farewell Bnguet
(HANSIK) (Fale Pasifica)




Regatta D — Pullman Hotel Auckland

A Xl / Politics

BRALTL> A AR (A= 8

d

519 *MHE%I As &

R P :
VA0 oyma abE e AR - RS
10:10 =ZEAde] w352 JAFa A Aok = o & L)
. wHAA Y] 7 g Ak =2 DMZF HAA G =24 § "
10:50 N °° s - H A (= o 8
11:20 =19 GAPH Eek3vist £ 3 o 3 (715 8} 30)
o AES TS A FALAN AAF ZANFFIQ
00 agstsel a9 A CeaA e e
AX1 A3 : 4352 (University of Auckland)
13:40 Methamphetamine Use as Resistance in The Democratic Jacob Cowan
' Peoples’ Republic of Korea (University of Auckland)
14:10 Nuclear capability of DPRK under the alliance with PRC Kgy Your.lg SONG .
(Ritsumeikan University)
14:40 A Discourse Analysis on New DPRK Documents ISO.ZAKI .Atsu.hno
(Keio University)
15:10 A study of two Koreas' views on the nuclear issues — Cho, Chanhyun
' Focusing on the Roh Moo Hyun and Kim Jong Il era — (Ritsumeikan University)
AX2 A3 A (A& st a)
9:00 ol A FEFo| vt T AW = (A Edgta)
) ==2H Aol 319 gk AINlEF B e a] = .
080 TGz a g e Seld 4294 EBF(E 2T el
) gk BhA| o] A A Y ES A &4 3 5 .
10:00 _Zay) om ?;:rloﬂ EHJ"EF@.—'% AR 51 A (2] 2=l o] 7 3)
)
I I E A I DG ER BRI
v FIA L GEAA L] Ml A EY L PR ol FA9l o Thrl =
1040 HETL T A ek AL o s
== = H = 5
. 53] HE A4 FR-H-d 2 Al w9 oo (3 5}
HHO ng g% el 512 714H1948~20150) 4 MR ST
. . . Robert Winstanley-—
11:40 Vibrant Matter and Informal Life Politics in North Chesters(Australian

Korea: Sindo and its Fisherpeople

National University)




Gallery1l = Pullman Hotel Auckland

elTo)l%  A}3F] : W E]-2(University of Hawaii at Manoa)
9:10 o] IR Bek A= (1910-2015) o] g (st eto] i 8Fai)
9:40 31%17} Z2ek (IFAAEHa 7)) o dbedEdof t)s %3] 2= (2 A/} 8] 7 8F2)
The Influence of Korean Media Consumption on Identity Hve—r Lee(Universit
3¢ 10:10 Formation Among Korean Immigrant Youth: fyﬁ yoﬁent l\(j[en m)ve sty
A Case of the United States of Hawail at Aanoa
. Emergmg d1ver51t1§s apd challenges faced by Korean Seunghye Hong(University
10:50 Americans population in the U.S.: of Hawai'i at Manoa)
Focusing on Income and Health Insurance Disparities
. Mutual—Aiding Culture of Korean Immigrants in Hawaii: Duk Hee Le.e Mgrabayashi
11:20 1904-1960 (Korean Immigration
Research Institute in Hawaii)
/& Al / History
G/EA A AFE] el (e gl gk
13:40 < Bl 9 WA 25 A e (M7 gkan)
o BT R el e R oo o
W10 g g ma b s A stel- A A (TR )
14:40 EFEBEAEE AAE ES 5 e AUV o] Al (kA T 8
34
A/eal2 A48 A st
50 EIEIA) FAAGHD A0S B R AL g ool aen
T 71
15:50 i wh o) EE o] oo &% HA e (aref i ghal)
16:20 Wi MU EEEY AR R IR 2 sk ik ZHI(A 7 gka)
A/AA3 AN urA (e ek
9:00 To =2 HAWE T3 WA R A W (e o g al)
9:30 OA7] dE AT Z9] A9l t]olA ¥ & (diaspora) Aed(mH ) srw)
10:00  SERED B LIRSS 1) g8(aref e shan)
19 | /=AM A8 28 S(EAAE B e )
Wy~ A gA 9 A A Ay T HBAn) - - _
oo o) ETIPOR RAS HBARAA FHERANAE g azugaaern)
. ZAQQORRE 2MF: TS A AR AARRL 5
110 2 %59 = ° EEL (g
1140 QAT 2HY A= EL 3 ENNFHT 2% SIRIEEELED
1210 BUA BEE BahfAre] wFs @Y EERICEERERSEE)




Gallery2 - Pullman Hotel Auckland

10

N m
ER) ~ T o
Tor = - E] M s
G L 0 o © Ak
G ~ o~ 3= = HomEERE A z =
L B 2L ~ WO e 2 )
R G woOE of 7 T OEEE T £ =
o W 5 B EE 70 Wo WET o 5 =)
A RO R S) ¢ HAT T 5T
R ® B F 548 = m ORNE o 5 B
T B 0w o O® EC S o T RO ® £ T
do ® 0F RS S B H NoTo W SR T
X
ﬂ
= 0O T,
AR T B! o
B il g
= I I _Won i i
! B- ? .z = i o \Wl <H
= - meoA — Q o o
~ B Moo = I oF "
Q Y = KO oV -
ey o %) o o) oy
E CI R or B " 5
5] T K 2 5 = o B c
c ﬂ_rm o= jri _ZO
5 0 = N — ,ﬂ ~ |z o o e To
= N = = g G RGN T T F 0
5 O = = X I R T RN
&) o mfﬂ = g 3 MM % |® o M ﬂoul = & - ﬂ
S | T TR TN Rz o = y &n 't
< Foo| | x %o g A T | W ZMO ) T | = o i i
NJo ol aig 5 2 o o | X = o) ) th 5K e
o B[R o O D g oy 3 Y- 1K ol
R = wo T | m[FE ow WX Z = -
~ Wﬂ A S s S X —_— \WN_ AT ~ . "
r ' g | Fm 22 FE | o |By = Tl o | ™ K
3 il X folo B /= B0 = 50 X° o Mo ~ R N <
T 0T w| - |l®T T Bs < |- |FE o owm |- to &
oo N | ®m | o 25 T W | T OT|W B e
woow® oo x | e Y B N <M < ol < U =U
o (@] (@] [a\} (@] (@] (@] (@] ™ @] (@] (@) <t o o
> 2 2= = o 3 | 2 s SER S S
ol
(8]




Fale Pasifika — University of Auckland

At3] - W& / Sociology & Education

AVE) - EE1 ALE ok (] g o) sk

9:20 A=A sl L IEXREE LT
9:50  @aro] WMol Lahug AT EEENCEREE LD
10:20  elzukAI el IE AWk WES FHOR o1 (381 5 A T9)
s EEANAS cEss S A )

AFE) - EE2 ALE S HE AL 8D

ZAS U o] 7] A o] — 3Hak o] Bo] T]ol Al A 2w

_4

11:30 AS A= ﬂ*é{(ﬂzuﬂ o] Z-d} 3}
39 12:00  7ide T3 AL FA Ao 9, A, v vk g (A0 ghal)

13440 "e-g] By wro go] 8l A A2l = Al 'Z ' Yamamoto Kaori(oFo] X &

' 3} e ojn) Hish

. oo A o] g7 A3 2 gk Irbolu| e ek A . N
W0 oz, meba, olzae, Rel, v gaem. OO
14:40 A& “BHAN": AT AF o, MR 159 AFE] AR (AH Y

VS - T3 ALE (AT e

15:20 @A A7l gk o] &4 i 8] (EATAF B

. Health and Social Policies for Ageing Population in CHO Sung-Nam(Ewha
15:50 . )

Korea Womans University)

16:20 = EAME wEhEy ot (= o] =rol df gf )

AYE) - BE4 ALE] o] W (E S E G AT

. A A W TE EQddst AR Bl N
9:00 W8 s gQl(ared i gkal)
4 9:30 R EA 9} dzad (ohe]) o] AF3] HALA ¢ 9 bFA (A3 3k
10:00  ¥h= AR Sl AdE SH72AFY onA o (=3l g eh
skl g ol T 7152 Fol vlAE G Pl o :
1030 @—i;!-&‘q&]’goj?]’}' o ] T ]T/] ] ]Xl [¢] ] H }_%%(E}‘]/\]ﬂﬂﬁ')
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Fergusson A — Copthorne Hotel Auckland City

+ / Literature

FAAAA RS ] e BAE AR 2itne] (5HY

11:00 gy AA(ZAA 8] e )

11:30 A e B4 (A9AIQ) 9 FE) o Ay 2 HF (XA 3] 9k
39

12:00 9]l 52 93 Fhar o E-ste] WA 7)< ek g (g sh

13:40 olR M Aelgate] AeaA| U= AT A (=8 gl Eh)

383 A e (HddEh

AR ARA AWad AT - wdad BE B2 F . ,
2o aae AR 4 47 HOTEHET R T g g @se poe
14:50  zAee] FHad rgEwe, o dehd Aok oluld g el(EerSsh
15:20  SAGEE), 7 Aols) B3 o) wpo (shalth oh)
o BEESH HRS SOl e EF mmaT
1950 i sb s vag 240w HRAE=H T

o104 / Linguistics (5, 6)

SEEENE RES EICE BE SR EEY

9:20 T Aoyt HstAIG o disk anEy A Ad4=(AA s
) A7) aioke] st golrtistall M A7 E = BIR EA 3o o0 L sl sl
: - (A 3 sk
0 g Yatel (ool s FAow) T 4)
10:20 Qi A g sabAe] 719 ol g A (At grul SOAS)
49
Aol6  A}3] o]t (A T gk )
11:00 FTHZME 4, 5A12] AoJALE-3} o] o] 4] t}7}7] oAl ok(Al o] L.t &
' — A ER ALY B S FA 07— al)

Analysis of errors made by German learners and
11:30 Korean learners —Subject to Case and postposition that
indicate a place-
A% A 12He 9lof Mol i B
3 MY AFE

Eunjoo Park(Osaka
Jogakuin University)

12:00 MACE UL A At Eh
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Fergusson B — Copthorne Hotel Auckland City

CLE S E R EIERRE EE)
920  W-ASAL AT AT B o (H)E A=) Lo et
9:50  tRrkslel] ek mIFFoH g A (St
10120 B Aol AelA ola) ~@FHArE o Aga BN oS (are st
39
A%t 212 Abe) QA (EE st a)
11:00 WUl thEakFel gl e vwst dus $Uo BA A3 EE st
11:30 The Fate of History: Four Views of History among the Halla Kim(Sogang
' Early Pioneers of Korean Christianity University)
12:00  EATUHAE ALY FauE SEEIERRE L 1)
Gl=-01% / Art & Folklore
od&-dd& ALg]  FHA (A F5HY)
gao B ERE FAA L AWAD AL IES DY o)
14:10 5 YA (F2- &) AFste gh 55 #4& Yookyung Nho-von
301 ’ =) Blumroder(¥-tj sk l)
- . Korean Ottchil Painting — embracing the tradition in the SunMin Elle Park(The
14:40 . .
contemporary University of Auckland)
= Chan E. Park
15:20  F@7t Wdow B ogie]e] &k (o50] 0 = 21 ah)
o FEFRASAY <ol P> £ AT . :
15:50 — %7] o],o]E_ZE uo]_a Eo]—”_%c_) %@,_O_oi }\1 Og@l(T%mﬁ]%lxilmQ—)
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IH12{ES] MIZX|Y /ISKS SYMPOSIUM
= H|BSHSL /ISKS Joint Research Project

o H — A3 A

Arirang - Lost and Regained

ZA [ Venue : Fale Pasifika
14:10-16:30, August 4, 2017

O A}3]AF / Moderator

434 / SONG, Namsun
(ISKS Vice president, Osaka University of Economics and Law)

O Az} i)

PS5 (obAlo}, Baeh
94 (Y, A7)
g (B, ssholrjeh
184 (g, Adtista)
=g Enow (JE, L

O Speakers (Alphabetical Order)

JIANG, Baoyou (ISKS China, Fudan Univ.)

KONG, Myongson (ISKS Pyongyang, Academy of Social Sciences)
LEE, Byong Won (ISKS USA, Univ. of Hawaii)

LEE, Yong Shik (ISKS Seoul, Chonnam National Univ.)

MORI, Tomoomi (ISKS Japan, Otani Univ.)

15
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Mystery of Origin and the Social Dynamics of the Korean Folksong
“Arirang”

Byong Won Lee(University of Hawai'i at Manoa)

“Arirang” is the best-known folksong of Korea, whose musical contents rooted in the
central region’s folksong (Kyonggi minyo). However, its inclusive definition poses various
meanings and types depending on its musical style and regional aesthetic preferences.
Out of endless lists of variety of the folksong, the “Ponjo Arirang” (lit. “Original Arirang,”
hereafter “Arirang”) is the specific piece chosen for this paper.

The “Arirang” is considered a New Folksong (sin-minyo)! dating back to the Japanese
annexation period of Korea (1910-1945), or earlier. It was the best-known Korean iconic
song in and outside of Korea until July 15, 2012, when the phenomenal Psy’s “Gangnam
Style” was uploaded to the YouTube.2 It is, of course, not fair to weigh the historical
values of “Arirang” and “Gangnam Style” from the same socio-historical horizon. The
popularity of “Arirang” has been sustaining for a century, or possibly longer, with
gradual transformation from the sin-minyo style of the early 20t century to the
indigenous style of folksong of the Kyoggi regional folksong.

The term sin-minyo implies a certain degree of influence of the modern Japanese
music in the early 20t century. Most of the new cultural movements and actions took
place in the capital city of Seoul in the central region. Naturally, the sin-minyo style of
“Arirang” surfaced in Seoul area, and later, underwent a transformation to fit into the
Central region’s folksong style. Chang Sahun (1916-1991), who was a musician of the Yi
Dynastic Music Bureau (Yiwangjik A'akpu) during the Japanese occupation of Korea,
confirms the historical circumstance by saying that “the song [Arirang] is modern, easy
to hum, and was able to express the resentment against the colonial Japan” (1984: 472).
Some of the sin-minyo adopted Japanese tunes with Korean lyrics, because they were
“modern,” something new, and different from the traditional folksongs.

As a case in point, Kim Sohi (1917-1995), who was one of the great pansori singers of
the 20th century, has confessed that the “Paennorae” [Boat Songl, which she recorded in
1934 was a Japanese boat song (Kim Sohui 1996: 2). As a matter of fact, the 1934 tune
reflects the Japanese musical intonation as well as the use of the Japanese words for
refrain: “e ya no ya no ya’ (No one will cry even if I leave this world).

The Sin-minyo is usually based on traditional folksong rhythms of triple meter, or
compound of triple meters. Its melody and melodic intonation reflect the influences from
Japan and the West with smoother vocal projection, less ornamented, and simpler
intonation than the traditional rural folksongs of the time. Some of the “unnatural”
musical contents gradually transformed into more traditional folksong. Kim Sohi’s 1934
Sin-minyo “Paennorae [Boat Songl” demonstrates the typical sin-minyo musical style.

1. The definition and concept were abstracted from http://encykorea.aks.ac.kr/Contents/Index
2. Psy’s “Gangnam Style” had record of 2,877,296,734 views as of June 22, 2017.
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The same song revised in more traditional central region’s folksong style shows a
significant change as sung by Yi Hiwan in 1999 .

Although many Koreans inclined to think that the iconic folksong have a long but unclear history,
and its origin is still shrouded in mystery. Apart from tracing its origin, it has evolved to be the iconic
song for both South Korea, and North Korea from 1990s. Recently, the Chinese government has
shown interest in the song by designating it as the Korean ethnic minority’s musical heritage in the
Northeastern China.

Recently, “Arirang” has come into the limelight with hot political backdrops, as well as becoming a
controversial subject in a disorderly heap among South Korea, North Korea and China. The practical
use and the role of “Arirang” in these three countries’ current political contexts are different. Therein,
the primary purpose of this paper is to examine the cultural performance® and the tripartite social
dynamics involving the song in the three countries.

The term “folksong” (Gr. Volkslied) was coined by Johann Gottfried Herder (1744-1803), German
philosopher and theologian, who was critical of the post-industrial revolution legacy and advocated the
folksongs as the antidote to the ills of the urban popular music and elite’s classical music of the post-
Industrial Revolution. The contemporary concept of “folksong (minyo)” was introduced to Korea by
Japan during the Japanese annexation of Korea (1910-1945). Prior to the “folksong (minyo),” the
loosely understood indigenous terms were sori (lit. “sound”), norae (lit. “song”), karak (lit. “ tunes”),
or ch’ang (singing).

According to Kim Yongap’s collection of the Arirang-related songs, there exist more than one
hundred songs whose titles are either prefixed or suffixed with the word “arirang,” such as “Miryang
Arirang” (Arirang of the Miryang Town), “Kin-Arirang” (The Long Arirang), “Arirang Kogae”
(Arirang Hill), etc. (Kim 1986:18-27). The very “Arirang” of this paper is the most widely known
version. This version is also identified as “Seoul Arirang’, “Ponjo Arirang (Genuine Arirang),”
“Wonjo Arirang (Original Arirang),” or “Kydnggi Arirang (Arirang of the Kydnggi Province).

The first literary source documenting “Arirang” is Yi Sangjun's (1884-1948) Choson Sokkokjip
244 2= F[The Collection of the Choson Folksongs, Volume II) of 1929.* The publication appeared
three years after the sensational silent movie Arirang directed by Na Ungyu (1902-1937).> The
emotional effect of using the sin-minyo tune “Arirang” in the prologue and epilogue of the 1926 anti-
Japanese film became enormously popular in Korea as well as amongst Koreans abroad. Rightfully,
the song found its place in the 1929 edition of Yi Sangjun’s Choson Sokkokjip hagwon £+ 2<%/
3} 74 [The Collection of the Chosdn Folksongs, Volume II].

Aside from the various hypothetical traces and legendary history of the song, a few scholars trace
the oldest known “Arirang” to the Homer B. Hulbert transcription of “Korean Vocal Music” in 1896. It
shows the similarity of rhythm with the present “Arirang.” But, the melodic contour and progression
are too different to claim that the Hulbert’s transcription has an affinity with the present “Arirang”
(Lee 2005: 141-158).

3. A theory brought up by anthropologist Milton Singer referring to a unit of analysis in large-scale societies in which people exhibit their
culture to themselves and visitors. Focus is on the performance as a totality and its relationship to the larger society (Singer 1955: 23-26). 1955.
4. Yi Sangjun published the Joseon Sokkokjip (Collection of the Joseon Folksongs, Volume I) in 1914, and the Joseon Singu Japka (New and
Old Folksongs of the Joseon) in 1921, which are the earliest collections of Korean folksongs. However, neither of them contains “Arirang.”

5. Na Ungyu was the playwright, producer and hero of the 1926 movie Arirang.
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1896 Homer B. Hulbert’s
transcription Present “Arirang”
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There exist many folksongs whose title or the part of the lyrics bear the word Arirang. It is
a fallacy of hasty summation that all Arirang constructed of such words as arirang, arari,
ariari, etc. are all related. For instance, the word “love” commonly means “affection,” “a
lover,” or “being good,” yet it can also be interpreted as “dislike” depending on specific tonal
stress or intonation. Therefore, not all songs with a key word “love’ can be classified in the
genre of “love song.” By the same token, Korean folksongs such as “Miryang Arirang,”
“Chongson Arirang,” “Kangwondo Arirang,” and “Chindo Arirang” are conspicuously
different melodies, so that it is not possible to categorize them as belonging to “Arirang”
musically only because they all employ the same words in their titles and lyrics.

One of the visible cultural movements in the 21% century in South Korea has been the re-
defining and strengthening of national identity.

The present South Korean government has been actively seeking to produce nation-
branding projects. It established the Presidential Council on Nation Branding
(=7}H & =2/ 3]) in 2009. Needless to say, among 100 government-chosen cultural icons,
“Arirang” represents the musical icon. Two international conferences on “Arirang” took place
in 2009 and 2011 respectively, and, I am certain, there will be more to come. The primary
goal for these activities was to construct a national and cultural identity through the musical

icon, and re-affirm the appropriation of the musical heritage.

The Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture borders with the northern part of North
Korea and the eastern tip of Russia. Migration, legal or illegal, from the northern part of

Korea to Yanbian began in the early 17" century. The migration was more visible during the
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Japanese annexation of Korea in the early 20" century. The Chinese government officially
promulgated the Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture in 1952. Out of the 2.3 million
Koreans in China according to 2009 census, 854,000 lived in the Yanbian Prefecture, which
is approximately 40% (2000 census) of the total population of the YKAP. The Korean
minority community is unique among the minorities in China in the sense that they are the
only group who moved to into China (legally or illegally), whereas the other minorities were
occupied by China.

In 2009, the Chinese government has designated “Arirang” as a Class 2 of the sixty-eight
cultural heritages of ethnic Koreans of the Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture of Jilin
Province.® The Chinese move has outraged patriotic Koreans who suspect it as an extension
of the Chinese Academy for Social Sciences' Northeast Project, which, critics say, sought to
co-opt the culture of the early Korean kingdoms. Also, the move is seen as a precursor to
registering those cultural assets on the UNESCO World Heritage list.” South Koreans felt
that the move is a definite threat at a time when the South Korean Ministry of Culture, Sports
and Tourism has chosen “Arirang” among 100 icons representing Korea and has linked the
song with efforts to promote nation-branding.

The South Korean Cultural Heritage Administration (CHA) dismisses the fears by stating
"It is like designating an important tangible cultural asset to protect it by law." The
administration said China only listed "Arirang" as sung by the ethnic Koreans there, not the
version sung in South Korea, and the move cannot be seen as part of the Northeast
Project. Belatedly, the Cultural Heritage Administration is preparing to revise mechanisms for
protecting Korea's cultural heritage by following global trends, such as the UNESCO World
Heritage List. It endeavors to register the different styles and versions of "Arirang" in Korea,
including versions sung in Miryang, South Kyongsang Province and Jindo, South Cholla
Province, etc. But, China has gotten off to a head-start when it comes to registering the song
with UNESCO.

“Arirang” in North Korea
Because of the lack of ideological message conveyed by the lyrics of the song and its

origin in the central region, the importance of “Arirang” was insignificant in the North Korea
until the early 1990.

6. See the list of The Current status of the Intangible Cultural Assets of the Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture .
7. For more details see “China Lays Claim to 'Arirang' - The Chosun Ilbo”
english.chosun.com/site/data/html.../2011062301297. html
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Kim Il Sung, On the Revolutionary
Literature and Arts, 1971 (Japanese edn.)
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There is no single mention on “Arirang” in Kim Il Sung’s (1912-1994) canonical guide
Hyeokmyeongjeok munhak yesullon (On the Revolutionary Arts and Literature).®
Kim Il Sung rejected most of the “southern” music as being of the Yangban bourgeois
heritage. He favored the northwestern region’s folksongs (Sodo minyo) and advocated the use
of it as the basis for new compositions.

North Korea began to present the Arirang Mass Games since 2002. By adopting the name
“Arirang,” the mass games could soften the austere and rigid image of North Korea.

The mass gymnastics event is a display of Communist Party solidarity and mass
mobilization in addition to being a source of revenue through tourism. The mass game

mobilized an enormous assembly of 100,000 people at once.’

Such cultural performances
have always suggested a promising future for the nation. Since the founding of North Korea
in 1948, the waiting game for a utopia continues into the third generation, from Kim Il Sung
to Kim Jong Il to Kim Jong Eun, pursuing the improvement of people’s lives.

In 1990 a miraculous relationship was developed between the two-archrival states of South
and North Koreas. They have agreed to form a South and North Korea United Table Tennis
Team to enter the 1991 World Table Tennis Championships held in Chiba, Japan. The
negotiating teams of South and North wasted no time in rushing through their agreements on
the selection of the folksong “Arirang” as the official anthem, and the sky-blue map of the
Korean peninsula as the official flag. North Korea was in charge of providing “Arirang”
transcription; and South Korea providing orchestral arrangement and performance for
recording.

8. This publication was a collection of Kim Il Sung’s writings on the literature and arts from 1946 to 1970.
9 The 2007 Arirang Mass Games has made Guinness World Record as the biggest event with 100,000 participants.
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North Korean Transcription of “Arirang” Sent to South
Korea for an Arrangement to Present at the
Championships Game in Chiba, Japan

Probably, this was the very first and only occasion when both parties came to agree with their
works without a single second opinion. It also inspired the forming of the South-North Korea
United Team at the 2000 Sydney Olympic, even wearing the same uniforms.

The Women’s Team comprised of two South Korean players and two North Korean
players won gold medal defeating the mighty Chinese teams. Probably, this event was the
turning point for North Koreans in rediscovering the cultural value of “Arirang,” which had
otherwise been buried under the juche (self-reliance) ideology. The occasion and the song
provided a re-painted image of the nation. “Arirang” has been alive and rejuvenated in North

Korea ever since. The title has been appearing more frequently in the North Korean news

media.

South and North Korean United Team at the 2000 Sydney mpic Opening Ceremony
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Li Bun-Hui, N. Korea (left) & Hyun Jung-Hwa, S. Korea
(right) at the Women’s Doubles Championship Match
against the Chinese Team

Li Bun-Hui (N. Korea) and Hyun Jung-Hwa (S. Korea),
the Main Players (right) 2012 Movie Korea (left)
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Conclusion

“Arirang” is a musically simple folksong with no strong ideological or political message.
Despite its short history, however, it played an important role in expressing frustration and
resentment against colonial Japan during the Japanese occupation of Korea. Modern musical
ingredients nurtured in the song and the emotional-epic-making insertion in the 1926 movie
Arirang made possible the immense popularity and longevity of “Arirang.” The social
environment and role of the song have changed. Presently, the same song stresses cultural
identity and nationalism. “Arirang” became an indispensible icon in branding the national
identity of South Korea. Freeing the song from the ideological ambiguity in lyrics and the in
conspicuous regional musical color of “Arirang” made it possible for the song to be by both
South and North Koreans. In North Korea, “Arirang” can be a political disguise presenting a
tender image by adopting the name “Arirang” for the success of the Arirang Mass Games.

South Korean reaction toward the Chinese attempt at designating “Arirang” as an
Intangible Cultural Asset of China can be seen as overly critical, because there is no doubt
about its origin in the Seoul area. Even if China succeeds in registering the song with the
UNESCO World Heritage List, China does not claim the ownership. On the surface, “Arirang”
creates what Benedict Anderson (1936-2015) calls an “imaginary community” (Anderson
1983) as many people, in many different places at the same time period, sing the song. The
performers in different places may have the same perception of the song, such as protest,
resentment, longing and forgiving. However, the ones who manipulate the context of the
performance have differing purposes as pointed out how the song is socially and politically
utilized in South Korea, North Korea and China.
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KOREAN VOCAL MUSIC.
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On Sai Jai's slope in Mun-gyung town
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